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Christmas Eve Worship
Services
This year, our church will have
the following schedule for
Christmas Eve worship services:
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February Tidings Deadline
January 15, 2022

4:30 p.m. Family Style Worship
(This early worship me allows us to be sensive
to lile children’s needs, and allows people to make evening plans
for gathering with relaves as well as that evening. Music will be
provided by the Praise Band and the service will include a closing
candlelight me.)
7:00 p.m. Tradi"onal Style Worship
(This service is held at the tradional me for
our church when most people have aended. Special Music will
be provided by our Chancel Choir and the service will include
Sacred candlelight me at the end.)
Worship on Christmas Eve is always very special. Hope
you plan to join us and will invite friends & family.

Editor: Pa4 DiDomenico
trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com

Sounds
of Christmas Concert
New Life Worship Service
w/Nursery Care
9:00 am
Children’s Sunday School
9:00 am

Saturday, December 11th
7:00 p.m.
(See page 5)

Children’s Christmas Party
Saturday, December 4th

Celebra"on Worship
10:30 am
Live Stream 10:30 am
Trinity Tower Church UMC
trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com
www.trinitytowerchurch.org

Twi6er - @trinitytowerchurch
Facebook - Trinity Tower Church

10:00am - Noon
Come and enjoy games, cra4s, food and fun celebra5ng the
Christmas season. Children of all ages are invited to a6end.
Please conﬁrm your a6endance on the sign-up sheet located on
the bulle5n board in the narthex. Anyone willing to volunteer to
help at this event, please see Crystal.
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Pieces of Reese’s Thoughts
There I was searching for a good thought to share about perspec5ve in our world this Christmas as
COVID factors s5ll impact our world. I have been especially thinking about how COVID is impac5ng kids
as throughout this Fall, we heard of how it seems to be through the schools and kid gatherings. So, I was
thinking about how we can do something prac5cal to help other people cope. Then God inspired me by
puBng a cartoon right in front of me as I was trying to ﬁgure out something humorous to put in a future
sermon. It was this cartoon:

Now I loved that double play on words; and so when I saw it, I was moved to pray. In my prayer, I asked:
How can we help others to know the Christmas story this year? How can people learn about both the
stable backgrounds that God desires them to experience and realize?
The answer I derived had to do with the need for us as Chris5ans to point to the Stable, realizing their
knowing of the Stable story can help people know about God’s love. Knowing this love makes a
diﬀerence.
But then just as I was about to write this up, God caught with a jumpstart in my brain: “Dale,
everyone of us needs a stable background to make life be6er. This is not just for the kids. It includes you
and all of your adult members as well.”
As one can imagine, the insight from the Lord is so precious and the message powerful. May every
one of us take this Christmas season and remember that we all need a stable background. May each of
us focus on the love of God found at the stable of Bethlehem.
Peace,
Pastor Dale Reese

Preaching Schedule
December 5

Advent: Where Does God Come In?
Luke 1: 26-35
December 12 Advent: What Are You Looking For?
Luke 2:21-39
December 19 Advent: Finding Joy Amidst Life
Luke 1: 39-55
December 24 Christmas Eve
What's the Big Deal About Christmas?
John 1:1-5, 14, Isaiah 9:2-7
December 26 Surprise and Surprising Ways
Psalm 73:1-3, 16-28
January 2
January 9
January 16

What Our World Really Needs - Encouragers?
Acts 11: 19-26
Truth to Tell John 1:29-37
District Superintendent Deborah Ackley-Killian
To preach

District Superintendent To Preach
On Sunday, January 16, our
church will have Rev. Deborah AckleyKillian present to lead worship and
preach at both services of our
church. Rev. Ackley-Killian is the new
Pi6sburgh District Superintendent. We
are pleased to have her available to worship with us that day.
(A District Superintendent in the United
Methodist Church is a minister who
serves in a supervisory posion over a
geographic "district" of churches providing spiritual and administrave
leadership to those churches and their
pastors. In the Pisburgh District, we
have about 60 churches which she supervises.)
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The Caring Ministries of Trinity Tower United
Methodist Church
F.R.O.G.-Fully Rely on God
Remembering Joan Collins
Proverbs 3:5.6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He will direct your path.”
Recently we lost a beloved member of our church family, Joan Collins. The 5tle of this ar5cle speaks
to the way she lived her life-----fully relying on God. Because of that she liked frogs and was o4en seen
wearing a frog pin.
I didn’t know Joan well, but I knew she was well-liked, personable, and many said she was one of their
favorite people. Why? Because of who she was…..
A few weeks ago, a4er Joan became seriously ill and was not expected to live, I went into church for a
mee5ng. That day the Tidings team was working to prepare the newsle6er for mailing. Joan has been a part
of that group for many years. The group is usually chaBng, laughing and they are always loud. However, that
par5cular day the group was uncharacteris5cally quiet and busy at work. I was surprised, and when I asked
why they were so quiet they said, “It’s because Joan’s not here.” That speaks of one of Joan’s admirable
quali5es---her sense of humor and fun. Wherever she was, people around her were happy, upbeat and o4en
laughing.
At her service recently, Pastor Dale spoke of her work ethic and how she was always willing to help
out at church. Whatever was needed, she was ready to work. From the Tidings team, to the Trustees, to her
contribu5ons working the food table for Sock Hop, or helping in the kitchen, she was always willing to
contribute her 5me. Joan was always asking her family and friends what she could do for them. She
epitomized the word “selﬂess.”
Our church family knew Joan’s “public side” but not many knew her “personal side.” From church
friends and remarks made at her service, we realized that Joan was very close to her children and
grandchildren. She loved them and desired good from them. One of her nephews wrote on the funeral
home’s website, and her grandson spoke about at her service: My Aunt Joan was ﬁerce! She was always in
charge when all of the cousins (8 boys and 2 girls) gathered at her house. They always knew they were
accepted and loved, but they were a li6le bit scared of her because they didn’t want to get “the look.”
Joan lived life to the fullest. However, Joan knew where she was going, and recently told Pastor Dale
that she was ready to meet the Lord.
I o4en say, “Your life is your lesson.” I’m sure you will agree with me that Joan taught us all how to
live a life full of love and selﬂessness as a servant of the Lord. We can all learn from her very full, well-lived
life. Rest in the arms of Jesus, Joan.
Love and prayers,
Cheryl
Coordinator of the Shepherds and Caring Ministries

Tribute to Lois
Sadly, we lost a faithful member of Trinity Tower and a very dedicated Shepherd on October 23, when
she passed away.
Instead of using the word “lost,” I prefer to use the word “found” as Jesus found her, and she now
resides in Heaven with Him -- the Greatest Shepherd of all where she can con5nue her Shepherd work.
I am extremely honored and humbled to be able to write this tribute to her.
My fondest memories of Lois were the many long hours she spent working at the Shepherds’ Bake
Sale on Elec5on Days. She would arrive early in the morning, around 7:00 a.m., and stay un5l late
a4ernoon. She always sat in the same place at our table cheerfully gree5ng customers, selling our baked
goods and cra4s, and con5nually kniBng her beau5ful sweaters and other knit items which she graciously
donated to our causes. I got to know her well during our many conversa5ons. She never took a break except
for lunch, when she would join with her wonderful long5me friend, Babs, and eat the goodies at our
Shepherds’ luncheon.
She was a devout Chris5an and loved her Lord. Her contribu5ons to our Church will never be
forgo6en.
Lois, you will remain in our hearts forever.
Love,
Nancy, Fellow Shepherd
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Trinity Tower Family News
Weekly Altar
Flowers and Bulle"ns
FLOWERS

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Jim F
Melanie S
Pat P
Paul G
Kathi B
Barbara W
Jackie V
Win K
Debbie P
John M
Bill D
Kari P
Marcie L
Sylvia R
John L
Nancy R
Jessica Z
Madalyn P
Sandy M
April A
Steven R

2
7
7
11
13
15
15
16
17
18
20
20
21
24
25
25
27
29
31
31
31

12/5 Open
12/12 Happy 94th Birthday to George from
Joyce
12/19 Happy Birthday, Bill!
12/26 Merry Christmas! from Pat
The new 2022 Altar Flower Calendar is now posted!
1/2
1/9
1/16
1/23
1/30

Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

BULLETINS
12/5 Open
12/12 Open
12/19 In Honor of Clara’s Birthday from the
Grandma and Pappap
12/26 Open
The new 2022 Bulle"n Calendar is now posted!
1/2
1/9
1/16
1/23
1/30

Open
Open
Open
Open
Open

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Payton S
Kelli T
Natalie R
John L.
Sarah G
Garre6 P
Mary S
Paul W
Jeﬀ B
Jacob C
Donna S
Diane Z
Amy A
Becky C
Alex L
John T
Dennis K
Kari B
Leslie C
Kendall Grace F
Julianna Rose O

4
5
9
12
12
13
16
17
18
19
19
19
20
20
21
24
28
31
31
31
31

Please consider sponsoring ﬂowers or bulle5ns. Flowers cost $20
and bulle5ns are $10. You may sponsor the bulle5ns in
celebra5on, honor or memory of a special day or person. The
sponsors help reduce the cost of the bulle5ns and altar ﬂowers
for our church.

Chris and Angela O
Craig and Mary S
Bill and Sally J
Conrod S & Eileen M
Brian and Alyssa M

14
21
27
28
31
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Angel Tree

SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Celebrate the joy of Christmas by a6ending our
Sounds of Christmas Concert on Saturday, December 11 at 7:00 pm in the church sanctuary. The
evening will include music by our choir, our bell
choir, and our praise team, as well as individual
and small group music numbers. Let us embrace
the Christmas spirit of peace and love together in
song!
We invite anyone who would like to par5cipate in
the music ministry of our church on a short-term
basis to join the choir for the Christmas season.
We prac5ce on Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. Also, if anyone would like to provide a music number (Instrumental or vocal) for our Christmas concert on December 11, please contact Sylvia.

New Calendar for 2022
In every Tidings, our church has a list of
birthdays and anniversaries which we share as a
church family. Some5mes you may wonder why
certain members are not in the list. Usually it is
because we do not know. Therefore, from 5me
to 5me, we need to update the birthday and anniversary list. As such, there will be a blank calendar placed in the narthex during the month of
January where people can mark in the birthdays
and anniversaries of family members. Please help
us out in upda5ng our lists for 2022.

GLOW

This year’s Angel Tree recipient
will be Young Lives of Penn Hills,
and organiza5on which ministers
to teen moms and their children.
The angels on the tree will each
list an item (clothing, toy, book etc.) that you can
purchase. We will also collect diapers to give to
these young moms. The Angel Tree will be in the
narthex during the Advent season.

God Abouts

WOW

God Abouts will meet on
December 18th
instead of the 4th Saturday
which is Christmas!

January Mee5ng
Friday, January 14

Game Night

Opera"on Christmas Child
Glow would like to thank everyone who donated
shoeboxes and monetary dona5ons to Opera5on
Christmas Child. Your help with this project was
very much appreciated.

Knead Community Cafe:
Thanks us for our contribu5on
to the Knead Community
Cafe. “Many thanks for your
generous blessing to the
Cafe!”
Military Connec"ons: Thanks us for “Stuﬃng the
stockings for our troops!”
Mary F sent a “Thank You” card to Trinity Tower
thanking our members for their kindness and
prayers that have been oﬀered during her illness.

Tuesdays from
6:30- 8:00pm

PENN HILLS SERVICE ASSOCIATION
GLOW will be taking a week oﬀ for winter break.
There will be NO Glow on Tuesday, December 28th.

December Collec5on
Hand Soap

See you in the New Year!

January Collec5on
Rice
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Can a dress change the world? It can when it’s part of a worldwide event where the dress (or 5e) is a ﬂag for
a movement. Every year, thousands of advocates around the world take on the challenge of wearing a dress
or 5e during the 31 days of December. The dress or 5e serves as the conversa5on starter to educate your
community about human traﬃcking. Team members pledge to wear a dress or 5e throughout the month,
and sponsors pledge to pay a given amount for each day. Join Trinity Tower’s Dressember team (The Trinity
Tower Angels) and make a tangible impact in the ﬁght against traﬃcking!
To join the Trinity Tower Angels, you can sign the sheet on the bulle5n board in the Narthex or in the Fellowship Hall. You can also sign up by commen5ng or messaging on TTUMC’s Facebook page, or by emailing
Karen. To sponsor the team, go to dressember2021.funraise.org/ and search for “Trinity Tower Angels.” Or
see any of the team members to sponsor a speciﬁc person. Join us to ﬁght human traﬃcking!

Thank You Fair Shoppers!
It was nice being back in our Fellowship Hall on October 24th to shop in
person at our annual Fair Trade Sale. We would like to thank everyone
who shopped this year's sale in person, online, and at the store. As we
have done in the past, the proceeds from the sale will be donated to one of
the United Methodist Advances, likely one whose goal is to beneﬁt vulnerable, abandoned, or at-risk children and youth. At the 5me of publica5on, we did not have our exact sales ﬁgure; however, we do know
that we weren't too far below our past sales numbers. For this, we thank you again.
Last year, the sale proceeds were rounded up, and $75 was donated to each of the following organiza5ons:
1. House of the Carpenter (in West Virginia) Advance # 391392
2. Child Rescue Center (in Sierra Leone, Africa) Advance # 14377A
We choose to use The Advance each year for the sale proceeds because 100% of dona5ons to The Advance
get to the designated mission or ministry. It provides a trusted avenue for us to reach people near and far people in our country and around the world . Plus, there are a variety of objec5ves available through The
Advance.
To learn more about The Advance and Global Ministries, go to The Global Ministries of the United Methodist
Church webpage: h6ps://umcmission.org/about-the-advance/.

Mission Team 2022
So, a4er a two-year hiatus due to COVID, our church will be sponsoring a Disaster Recovery Mission
Team in 2022. The Mission Team will be doing UMCOR Disaster Relief. We are currently involved in conversa5ons with two areas that were impacted by natural disasters over the past year. We are considering
helping one of the following areas: Coatesville/Downingtown PA area (5 hour drive). This is house repair
due to damage from Hurricane Ida from September 9th. Or the second op5on is Western North Carolina. (Haywood County near Asheville, 8 hour drive) This is home repair from Tropical Storm Fred of August
19, 2021.
At this 5me, we are not sure of the cost per person, but is expected to be around $320 per person.
With fundraisers and the generosity of our church membership, cost has usually been covered from the
fundraisers and dona5ons.
Pastor Dale Reese will be organizing the Mission Team. Architect, Mark will be coordina5ng the
work sites. Our work varies and if you desire to go, know we can use help at almost any level of skills. If you
feel called of God to go on this mission venture, please let us know.
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OUTREACH CHRISTMAS GIVING PROGRAM 2021
Christmas Giving from the Heart
During the Advent season, the Missions and Outreach commi6ee will be oﬀering our Alterna5ve
Giving program once again for those who wish to give a gi4 that helps those in need.
Our Outreach Christmas Giving program this year includes some organiza5ons we highlighted last
year and some new mission agencies that provide much-appreciated help to people in need. This year, consider making a dona5on to one or more of these worthwhile groups. Dona5ons will be received at the display table in the narthex every Sunday in Advent, which begins on November 28. Checks can be given, made
payable to Trinity Tower United Methodist Church, with the name of the mission agency or agencies in the
memo line.
This year’s featured organiza5ons are:
Local:
Knead Community Café in New Kensington, www.kneadcommunitycafe.org
The café partners with all their patrons to provide the opportunity to enjoy a wholesome meal in a variety of
ways: pay the suggested dona5on, pay it forward, pay what you can, or volunteer to earn a free meal.
Sojourner House in Pi6sburgh, www.sojournerhousepa.org
Sojourner House provides in-pa5ent, residen5al treatment to addicted mothers and their children for up to
six months. They are construc5ng an outdoor shelter and learning space to safely engage more families face
to face.
Dress for Success, Pi6sburgh, www.pi6sburgh.dressforsuccess.org
Clothing, connec5ons, conﬁdence! The mission of Dress for Success Pi6sburgh is to empower women to
achieve economic independence by providing a network of support, professional aBre, and the development tools to help women thrive in work and in life.
Naonal:
Red Bird Mission Schools and Health Clinic in Kentucky, www.rbmission.org
Red Bird Chris5an School is relaunching their voca5onal/technical instruc5on. This will give students the opportunity for employment in the leading industries.
This Red Bird Health Clinic provides, on an annual basis, over 3,000 health educa5on and public health direct
services to low-income individuals in a 3 county area. They also have health fairs, do home visits, and have a
dental clinic on site.
Habitat for Humanity, www.habitat.org
Habitat for Humanity is a nonproﬁt organiza5on that helps families build and improve places to call home.
We believe aﬀordable housing plays a cri5cal role in strong and stable communi5es.
Internaonal:
Water for Life in Liberia, www.advance.umcor.org , p. 394
This United Methodist Advance project provides clean water and toilets to improve the living standards in
communi5es. Its mission is to rescue communi5es and residents from poor living condi5ons by construc5ng
wells.
Global Links, www.globallinks.org
Pi6sburgh-based medical relief and development organiza5on dedicated to suppor5ng health improvement
ini5a5ves in resource-poor communi5es. They share surplus rescued from the US healthcare system to support health programs both globally and locally.
Heifer Project Interna"onal, www.heifer.org
Helping poor families around the world in a sustainable way with gi4s of livestock and seeds so they can care
for themselves and their children, and each genera5on can improve upon the next.

More informaon about each of these organizaons is available in the Christmas Giving 2021 brochure and
at the display table in the narthex.
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Prayer Time on Monday evenings

Live-stream Worship
Our church con5nues to Live-stream
a worship service for people to catch our
worship 5me on the web. We produce the
10:30 Sunday worship service as a Livestream form. We hope to at 5mes also livestream the 9:00am. To access any5me, use
the Youtube link there. It is easy to access
from either the website or Youtube channel.

Author Max Lucado has an interes5ng quote about
prayer. “Our prayers may be awkward. Our
attempts may be feeble. But since the power
of prayer is in the One who hears it and not in
the one who says it, our prayers do make a
difference.” – Max Lucado
I share that to encourage you to consider joining the
Monday prayer group on any Monday when you are
free. We gather via Zoom on Monday evenings at
7:00pm. We discuss concerns and joys of the world
and issues impac5ng our friends. Then we pray
around 7:30pm. Any day you would like to join the
Monday Prayer Group, please email Pastor Dale at
trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Pastor Dale has a new weekly bible study on Knowing God Through the
Psalms. The following is the schedule for the Wednesday Evening Bible
study done via Zoom technology.

December 1 The God who Listens Psalm 34
December 8 The God Who Gives Refuge Psalm 31
December 15 The God Who Love Psalm 36
December 22 The God who Reigns Psalm 136

Please email Pastor Dale at trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com if you would like to join the
Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study.

