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News from the Pastor/Church

November, 2021

TIDINGS

It is good to give thanks to the Lord and to sing praises to His name, O Most High. (Psalm 92:1) Give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (I Thessalonians 5:18)
November is the month when we think thoughts focused on giving thanks and Thanksgiving. But it is
interesting as we come to a close on the year 2021, there are many things about this year that we may not be
exactly thankful for. An unprecedented great economy has plunged into a minor depression because of a
global pandemic that shut so many things down. Thousands of businesses were heavily impacted with many
closing their doors forever. Multitudes have been limited in activity which has led to depression and
loneliness. Hospitals are full. And as we close in on the end of this year, we worry it may get worse.
So what are we to make of the Bible’s urgings and teachings that we are to give thanks to God, and as it
states in I Thessalonians: Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Well
honestly, we can still be thankful; but maybe what we need is to better understand what these scriptures say
and fully mean.
For example, with that I Thessalonians text, pay close attention to the pronouns. The text states give
thanks in all circumstances, so realize, we can be thankful in all things without being thankful for all things.
We do not have to be thankful for some of the bad stuff that happens, but we can still be in relationship with
God and the fact that God goes with us through all circumstances of life with a presence that is sure and
helpful. Thus we can be thankful in all circumstances, even times when it may feel like we are up against
some difficult times.
As I was trying to think of an illustration about this I was reminded of what Rev. Terry Simpson told in a
story of a time he was on a mission trip. He writes: I was in Nepal at the children’s home for orphans and
poor children. They went to bed in the basement of that huge building and I went to sleep in my room on the
second floor. I was awakened at daylight with the children singing in English. They sang the words of a
famous chorus: “Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One; give thanks …” At that
precise moment, I thought, “What in the world do these children have to be thankful for?” Then the next
words of the chorus reached my ears, “… because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. I realized no matter how
dark the night seems, we can always be thankful that God so loved the world He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believes in Him might not perish but have everlasting life.
So go ahead and in this month of November, give thanks to God for this year and for the future years,
because with God, life can be good.
Peace,
Pastor Dale Reese

Wednesday Evening
Bible Study

Preaching Schedule
for the month of November
(Stewardship Theme: Affirming God)
November 7th: Affirming God Daily
(Luke 14:27-33)
November 14th: Affirming God No Matter What
(John 10:7-15)
November 21st: Affirming Whose It Is
(Psalm 24:1-10)
November 28th: Advent Begins

Pastor Dale has a new weekly Bible study on
“Knowing God Through the Psalms.” The following is
the schedule for the Wednesday Evening Bible study
done via Zoom technology:
November 3rd: “The God who Helps” (Psalm 140)
November 10th: “The God who Calms Fears”
(Psalm 27)
November 17th: “The God who Restores”
(Psalm 30)
November 24th: “The God who Strengthens”
(Psalm 18:1-36)
December 1st: “The God who Listens” (Psalm 34)
December 8th: “The God Who Gives Refuge”
(Psalm 31)
December 15th: “The God Who Loves” (Psalm 36)
December 22nd: “The God who Reigns” (Psalm 136)
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Church News/Events

TIDINGS

Our
Annual Church Charge Conference will be held on
Thursday, November 4, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. The
Church Conference is the annual
business meeting where all members have voice
and vote about church leadership and salaries for
2022.

We have Live-Stream worship for people to catch
our worship time on the web. We produce the 10:30
a.m., Sunday worship service as a Live-Stream form.

Presiding over the meeting will be the Rev.
Deborah Ackley-Killian, our new Pittsburgh
District Superintendent.

Click on the tab “Livestream Worship”; then click on
the YouTube note there.

To access anytime, use the YouTube link there. It is
easy to access from either the website or YouTube
channel.

All Saints Remembrance
On Sunday, November 7, 2021, our church will have the All Saints
Day Remembrance time as we remember loved ones who have died
over the past year.
The remembrance will occur at both Sunday worship services.

SAVE THE DATE - Sounds of Christmas Concert
The concerts we have had the past few years have been a joy and blessing to those who participated and to
those who listened. Therefore, we will be having a Christmas concert on Saturday, December 11th.
Besides the choir singing, and the bell choir ringing, we would like anyone else who would like to provide
music (vocal or instrumental) to participate. Please contact
Sylvia if you would like to be a part of our Sounds of
Christmas evening.
If you are interested in singing or ringing, feel free to join us,
whether it is for the year or short-term for the Christmas
season. Rehearsal times are Bell Choir at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday evenings and Vocal Choir at 7:30 p.m., also on
Thursday evenings.

Christmas Alternative Giving Preview
During the Advent season, Outreach will be offering our Alternative Giving program once again for those
who wish to give a gift that helps those in need. The following mission organizations will be featured this
year:
Local:
Kneed Cafe
Dress for Success
Sojourner House

National:
Habitat for Humanity
Red Bird Mission Schools and Health Clinic

International:
Heifer Project International
Global Links
Water for Life in Liberia

More information about these organizations and the giving program will be available in the narthex beginning
on November 28th (the first Sunday of Advent) and in the December Tidings.
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Shepherds News
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TIDINGS

Looking at the Empty Chair with New Eyes
(November 2021)
Last year, for the November issue of the Tidings, I wrote
an article titled, “The Empty Chair.” Here are some excerpt notes
from that article:
“Thanksgiving is more relaxed. It is a time when family
members and friends gather to enjoy a meal and time with each
other. There are no other distractions like you have at Christmas.
As wonderful as that holiday is, it can be filled with stress for
many people.
This year Thanksgiving will be a bit different for some of our Trinity Tower family. We have lost several of our long-time members, and that means some of us will be sitting down for Thanksgiving dinner this
year having lost a loved one. There is probably something they did or a spot where he or she sat, and now
there’s an empty chair.
The holidays are difficult because so many memories of friends and family are attached to the smells,
tastes, sounds and faces of those special days. These memories call up unspoken blends of sorrow, joy, humor
and regret. The holidays can bring grief. I realize that not everyone will feel this loss but suffice it to say most
people have lost someone special and miss them on holidays.
Is there a way to honor our memories of those who have passed and to elevate them and use them as a
way to build family unity? I believe so… in prayer. In prayer we invite God, ever present, to bring a miracle
into the mix of our grief. He can; He does; and He will, when we pray.”
Little did I know then that the upcoming Thanksgiving 2020, would find me in bed with COVID-19
and my husband, Bob, in the hospital in ICU on a respirator. The Lord prompts me now to remind everyone,
including myself, to live each day as if it were your last; it just might be. I know I have said this before, and I
would guess most of you have too. The meaning of this statement, however, spoke loud and clear to me after
suddenly losing Bob to COVID-19 pneumonia after three weeks on a respirator. I’m sharing all of this with
you because I can’t help but wonder if I missed any opportunities to share life with my husband before he
died. Did he ask me to do something, but I was too busy or preoccupied to do it? Did he ask me to cook
something that I didn’t have the ingredients for or the time to make? Did he need my undivided attention at
any time, but I was too busy looking at my phone? I’ve thought about this often because you never know
when “the last time” IS “the last time.”
So, the next time someone you love wants you to do something like take a walk, bake a favorite dessert, watch a football game, play a board game or cook a favorite meal, just do it!
Enjoy your friends and family this Thanksgiving and let that empty chair be a reminder to not take a
single day for granted that the Lord has given us. Love deeply and selflessly and give thanks to God for all
that you have this Thanksgiving and every day---even the empty chair!
Love and prayers,
Cheryl
Coordinator of the Shepherds and Caring Ministries
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Thank You’s

TIDINGS

Thank You for Supporting Fair Trade
Thank you for shopping this year’s Fair Trade fair with us in person, online and at
the Ten Thousand Villages store in Squirrel Hill. If you are reading this before
November 7th, you have a short time left to place an online order. The online sale
ends on November 7th - remember to use the coupon code “FUNDTTUMC” at
checkout.
We appreciate your support, even with the fact that the selections were limited
this year when compared to past years. Unfortunately, fair trade items aren’t immune to problems with the supply chain of goods.
Online orders and phone orders (orders placed by calling the store) will be available to pick up the church in
the Narthex after both services on Sunday, November 21st. There’s a chance that orders may be ready as
soon as Sunday, November 14th, but definitely plan for November 21st. If you need to make alternate
arrangements, please call or email LaVerne at 412-793-9000, or trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com
.

Thank You for Helping
to Care for Our Military

Thank You!
Thank you so much for supporting our Walk-n-Wag.
We raised over $700.00.
Your donations enable us to support various local
Western Pennsylvania charities.
Thank you,
Jackie
TTUMW Treasurer

Thank you for supporting the Military Connections
Christmas stocking project with your plentiful
donations of snacks. Even though the stockings were
well filled, we were still able to donate additional
snacks to Military Connections, which they will use
to stuff more stockings.
The stockings will be shipped on or around
November 10th. Please keep our military members in
your prayers, especially those who are actively
serving and will be spending Thanksgiving and/or
Christmas away from home and family.

Thank you to the Women of
Wisdom (W.O.W.) for assembling 24 health/hygiene kits for UMCOR. The kits were taken to Eastbrook Mission Barn in New Castle, PA,
which is one of six UMCOR Relief Supply
Network depots in the United States.
Thank you to all who donated to UMCOR National Disaster Relief last month. An amount of $2,450.00 was
sent to the UMCOR Advance to aid those who are helping in hurricane, flood, and fire ravaged areas of the
United States. (Donations to UMCOR for International Disaster Relief, especially in Haiti, will be collected
through the Christmas offering envelopes this year.)
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BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES,
ALTAR FLOWERS & BULLETINS, ETC.

Bill and Betty

3

Ed and Sandy

20

Scott and LaVerne

24

ALTAR FLOWERS SPONSORS

Erika B

2

Tom B

2

Debbie M

3

Aiden W

4

Laura B

8

Nate U

11

Jeff T

15

Laura M

19

Scott K

19

Emily H

27

Katie B

29

Kelly P

29

7th

In Celebration of the Bill and Bettys’
Wedding Anniversary.

14th

In Loving Memory of Bill, from Jean S.

21st

In Memory of Florence M. Benedum (from
the Benedum Family.)

28th

In Memory of Bob, from Fran and Tom
C.

BULLETINS
*At the time of printing, all
4 Sundays in November are open*
Please consider sponsoring flowers or bulletins.
Flowers cost $20.00 and bulletins are $10.00. You
may sponsor the bulletins in celebration, honor or
memory of a special day or person.
The sponsors help reduce the cost of the bulletins and
altar flowers every Sunday service for our church.
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TIDINGS

Mission Organization Updates
(3 of the organizations in our
Alternative Giving Program this year.)
Sojourner House: To create new ways to address the needs of our families, we have a new project! We are
constructing an outdoor shelter and learning space where we offer after-school, cultural, and STEM programs.
This will expand our ability to safely engage more families, face to face. There are at least 56 families who
will benefit, as well as the community-at-large.
Red Bird Mission (Kentucky): We’re celebrating 100 years of education at Red Bird School this year! We
are also looking forward to the future of our schools. Red Bird STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art
and math) is the relaunching of vocational/technical instruction at our nationally accredited school. Through
STEAM, Red Bird School is working with private industry, high education, and government to lay the
groundwork for building a new, sustainable economy in the valleys and hollers that we serve.
Global Links: Global Links is a Pittsburgh-based medical relief and development organization dedicated to
supporting health improvement initiatives in resource-poor communities, like Nicaragua, Bolivia, Cuba and
Honduras. We also supply healthcare items to local daycares and senior facilities.

Fall Leaves Prayer Focus
There are many wonderful organizations and efforts that our church supports through Missions and Outreach.
We’re thankful for each one’s unique mission whether it’s helping the homeless, the hungry, the sick, the military, at-risk youth, or the multitude of other focuses.
As we reflect on what we’re thankful for this month, Missions and Outreach is asking everyone to pray for
one of the organizations. Look for the Fall leaves, which will be available at church starting on the first
Sunday in November. Each “leaf” (a small piece of cardstock paper decorated with leaves) will list one
organization and a few words summarizing what they’re about.
We look forward to the wonderful things God can do as we lift these groups in prayer.
If you have any questions, or wish to learn more about an organization, please contact Sylvia or LaVerne.

Angel Tree - Coming to a Narthex near you . . . hopefully!
We are making plans to have an Angel Tree, but we don’t know yet if our regular “go-to” organization is
back to being fully operational. As we learn and know more, we will do our best to get the information to our
church members. In the meantime, if you don’t hear anything, yet you see papers hanging from a Christmas
tree in the Narthex, move closer. It just may be our annual Angel Tree!
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TIDINGS

Winter Clothing Collection
The United Methodist Church Union is collecting new coats, hats,
gloves, and scarves of all sizes.
They will be distributed in December at The Bridge (formerly known as
Bethany House Academy and Church of our Savior) in Northview Heights.
Please consider buying and donating any of these items. There will be a bin in the narthex for your donations;
the collection will go until Sunday, November 21st.

Fair Trade Foods
Stop by the Fair Trade display in the Narthex and pick up some great Fair Trade products! We have candy
bars, coffee, hot cocoa and tea. (We have a new tea flavor too! Try the spearmint tea!) We also have baking
cocoa and chocolate chips for your baking needs. Shop Fair Trade and let your purchases make a difference
in our world.

Coffee:

Regular = $7.00

Decaf = $8.00

Teas:

$4.00 each OR 2 for $7.00

Chocolate Bars

$3.00 each OR 2 for $5.00

Baking Cocoa

$5.00

Hot Cocoa

$6.00 each OR 2 for $11.00

Chocolate Chips

$4.00

Phone Chain
We want you to be aware that we are diligently attempting to figure out what has happened with our
Phone Chain. We understand that some of you are receiving messages from the church; and others of you are
not receiving any voice messages from us.
Once we are able to determine the problem, we will be sure to let you know as soon as possible as to whether
the problem can be fixed. Thank you for your continued understanding!
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Nursery / Sunday School
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TIDINGS

Nursery Care Volunteers Needed
Our church provides Nursery Care during the 9:00
a.m. worship service. However, we need volunteers to take
turns staffing the nursery during that hour. A sign-up
clipboard is in the Nursery or you can contact Crystal. In
addition, Phyllis will be doing a story time at some point
during the hour so kids will hear a Bible story during their
time in the nursery.

Sunday School Note
Re-vamping the Sunday School of our church began October 3rd.
Here is the plan for our kids:
9:00 a.m. Sunday School: We ask the parent(s) to bring their children downstairs to the
Sunday School classroom where Patti and Marie will be coordinating.
Parents are asked to take their children there, then go up to church for the worship service.
10:30 a.m. Sunday School: For this Sunday School time, children will start in church and be
present through the opening hymn and Children’s sermon. Following the children’s sermon,
children will head out to their Sunday School class where Jill will coordinate a Sunday School
time.
We will follow a new curriculum called ‘Grow’. It is a companion material to what will be
used at the new Glow (formerly “Kid’s Club”) happening of children’s midweek
programming.

Sunday School Volunteers Needed
We could still use helpers with our Sunday School program for
kids. If you are willing to assist in teaching or even to be a
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TIDINGS

Tuesdays from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Formerly known as Kid’s Club, Glow, began last month. We have a brand new, exciting curriculum called
‘Grow” that we will be following. All children in Kindergarten - 6th grade are welcome to attend this
program. We will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Bring a friend and enjoy great music, crafts, games, and learning how to Glow with the Light of Jesus!

Children's Christmas Party
Yes, it is the November newsletter, but we thought you may want to get this
on your calendar: The Trinity Tower Church Children’s Christmas party
will be held on Saturday morning, December 4th.
Make plans to be there!
Also, we are looking for adults to help with the craft time, food prep, games
and other party plans. Let Crystal know if you can help! Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE!
There is going to be a W.O.W. Christmas Party on Friday, December 10th. More
information to follow!

