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News from the Pastor/Church

October, 2021

TIDINGS

For the last two months, I have been working with letters from the Apostle Paul both for Bible study and
in my sermon series for the Fall. I have been struck by how often Paul urges unity among the people to
whom he is writing. I began to consider why Paul made such an emphasis on unity, mentioning so often
how Christians need to seek unity?
Then I considered how I have experienced church life. In my years, I have observed people having lots
of opinions and comments. Many comments from Christians are uplifting, but many more are made that are
not unifying but divisive. Often such comments are not meant to be divisive. They just come from people
expressing their thoughts or opinions. And as I consider some comments made from my mother about
church life, such comments were meant to be ways to improve and be better. Yet at times, these comments
end up being divisive. Mostly they are opinions, but, as occurred in a discussion with someone about
situations from her home church growing up and the church she attends for worship: “Wow people in the
church tend to have strong opinions about things.”
With that notation about our experiences, I realize why Paul urges unity within the Christian fellowship.
I did a quick check, and Paul mentions unity in every book he wrote to churches as noted from the following
places: Romans 14:19 & 12:16; I Corinthians 1:10; II Corinthians 13:11; Galatians 3:38; Ephesians 4;
Philippians 2:2; and Colossians 3:13-14. (As a side note, Jesus too, mentions unity among the believers.)
Here is my point, Paul had to emphasize how Christians need to seek unity because it was a concern
back then, and it continues into church life today. All of us need to seek unity in our gathering with other
Christians. It can be too easy to make an assumption that Christians will be in unity; but as I note from Paul
mentioning it so often, unity in church is something we must continue to work at and never assume we have
arrived and will always be in unity. We are unified in Christ, and we should never forget that! And though
we may disagree and think of ways we can be better and do things better, we must never neglect
remembering our unity as brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. Be committed to working at Christian unity.
As we live for Him, we can be unified in good ways.
Peace,
Pastor Dale Reese

Prayer Time on Monday Evenings

Pastor Away
Pastor Dale will be away from October
8th - 15th. If you desire pastoral
assistance, please contact the church
office 412-793-9000. Pastors who have
agreed to cover for Dale are either Therone Wade-White 412-600-2115 or Pastor Dawn Lynn Check at
412-508-3309.

On Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m., or church
sponsors a prayer time. We discuss concerns and joys of the world and issues impacting our friends. Then we pray around
7:30 p.m. If you would like to join the
Monday Prayer Group, please email Pastor
Dale at trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com.

Preaching Schedule
Our church will continue in October the Sermon Series on the
book of Philippians. Here is the preaching schedule:
The Philippians 2:19-30 Christians Serving the World
(World Communion Sunday)
October 10 Philippians 3:1-11 (Therone Wade-White preaching)
October 17 The Upward Call to Live Well Philippians 3:12-26
October 24 Why God Why? Philippians 4:2-6
October 31 The Positive Outlook of All Things Through Christ
Philippians 4:8-19
October 3
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Church News

October 2021

TIDINGS

Rehearsals have begun for both choir and bell choir. By the time you are reading this article, both groups will
have played for second service worship. If you are interested in singing or ringing, feel free to join us,
whether it is for the year or short-term for the Christmas season. Rehearsals times are bell choir at 6:30 p.m.
on Thursday evenings and vocal choir at 7:30 p.m., also on Thursday evenings. Our goal is to make music to
the Lord and enjoy our practice times together. Any questions, contact Sylvia.

Fair Trade Fair Coming Soon!
This year’s annual Fair Trade sale is being planned for
Sunday, October 24th. This is a Steelers bye week, so
there is plenty of time to shop without having to rush home
for the kickoff! We are planning to hold an in-person sale
in the Fellowship Hall after the 1st and 2nd services, but
we will also provide a way for you to shop online.
Our Annual Church Charge Conference
will be held on Thursday, November 4,
2021, at 7:00 p.m. The Church
Conference is the annual business
meeting where all members have voice
and vote about church leadership and
salaries for 2022.
Presiding over the meeting will be the
Rev. Deborah Ackley-Killian, our new
Pittsburgh District Superintendent.

At the time of publication, we did not yet have the web site
address for this year's digital catalog or purchasing
portal. Upon receiving this online shopping information,
we will print it and have it available for you in the narthex
on sheets of paper that you can take home with you and
shop at your leisure. The online shopping information and
instructions should be available in the narthex by Sunday,
October 10th.
The fair trade merchandise for the sale will again be
supplied by Ten Thousand Villages, which is one of the
largest fair trade retailers with items from around the
world. For over 60 years, Ten Thousand Villages has
been building relationships with artisans; the artisans receive a fair price, and we the consumers have access to
their wide variety of hand-crafted items. Congratulations to
our local Ten Thousand Villages Pittsburgh on reaching
20 years!
Don’t forget that fair trade coffee and chocolate are
available to purchase at church all year long. If you have
any questions, please contact LaVerne.

World Communion Sunday
Churches across the United States and the globe plan to observe the annual World
Communion Sunday on Sunday, October 3, 2021. The focus for many will be on
the sacrament of Holy Communion and the sense of solidarity it gives among
Christendom. This includes remembering those in the Christian faith who suffer
persecution for their beliefs, be it in the Middle East, East Asia, or elsewhere.
World Communion Sunday is a way that the Church “recognizes its solidarity with
fellow Christians across the globe in our prayers and corporate worship.” World
Communion Sunday is a distinctive opportunity to experience Holy Communion in
the context of the global community of faith.
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United Methodist Women Fundraiser
The UMW will be having their Walk and Wag fundraiser on
Sunday, October 3rd at 1:30. Those interested in walking can
gather at Duff Park in Murrysville. Contact Phyllis for more
details. This event is to raise funds for the UMW to pay their
annual pledge and to send donations to various social service
agencies in the Pittsburgh area. If you would like to support this
fundraising effort, please contact a UMW member or sign up to
donate any amount on the narthex bulletin board sign-up sheet.

Livestream Worship
We have Live-stream worship for people to catch our worship time on the web. We
produce the 10:30 a.m. Sunday worship service as a Live-stream form. To access anytime,
use the YouTube link there. It is easy to access from either the website or youtube channel.
Click on the tab “Livestream Worship”; then click on the YouTube note there.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study
Beginning in the middle of October, Pastor Dale will start a new weekly bible study on
Knowing God Through the Psalms. The following is the schedule for the Wednesday Evening
Bible study done via Zoom technology.
October 6

Partners in Ministry I Corinthians 16

October 13 No Meeting (Pastor Dale away)
October 20 New Study on Psalms Psalm 104
October 27 Session 2 Psalm 147
Please email Pastor Dale at trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com
if you would like to join the Wednesday 7:00pm Bible Study.
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TIDINGS

Lost…And Then Found!
“Patchie has been found!” Those words, spoken by my daughter, were music to my ears one recent
July day. My daughter, Tami, had left her 10 month old puppy with the breeder for a weekend when she and
her family went to Myrtle Beach, SC for a baseball tournament. Unfortunately, a storm, and the wind and
thunder accompanying it, scared Patchie and she jumped the fence and ran away. Patchie had been enjoying
time with her litter mates on the farm where she was born. No dog had ever jumped the fence there, so this
was a total surprise to the breeder who was taking care of the puppy. Immediately, Tami and two of her
three children began to drive back to the farm where Patchie had been staying. (One of her children and her
husband stayed to finish the tournament.) They wanted to be there to help search for their lost dog.
Long story short---after three days of worry and angst, Patchie was found!!! Assisted by flyers, a
tracker dog, police, local websites, Facebook and that all important “Share” button, she was found about a
mile away by a neighbor. Pure excitement, joy and jubilation were only some of the many emotions felt that
day by me and my family when Patchie was finally located.
This made me think: Can you possibly imagine the pure joy our Lord feels/experiences when one of
His “lost” is “found?” Have you ever had the joy of sharing Christ with someone and seeing that person
come to know the Lord as their Savior? Jesus said, “Ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 1:8). Did you ever
think that you could help? You can!
Pastor Dale’s sermon on August 15th talked about this. He said that we need to spend more time
sharing stories. The early church was all about this, and we have gotten away from sharing stories of how
God works in our everyday lives. Maybe it’s because we don’t have the opportunity or maybe it’s because
we don’t want to be known as “weird”. However, God is a tremendous help to all of us if we just call on
Him. If we would just tell our stories of how God helped us through a hard time, or guided us when making
a difficult decision, we just might introduce someone to Jesus.
Here are some ideas to help you get started:
Create a prayer list of those people you know who need Christ. Pray for them daily and ask the Lord to
use you to reach out to them.
Share your own personal story. Tell how you came to know Christ and what He means to you. It would
be a powerful resource.
Share the Bible by committing certain scriptures to memory. The greatest thing we can give others is
God’s Word. Maybe begin with John 3:16 and then maybe Ephesians 6:13-15; Peter 3:15 and/or
Romans 10:13.
Demonstrate Christ’s love by your actions. Your life is your lesson. Let them see Christ in you. You
never know how this may affect another person.
Pray daily and ask Him to lead you to the person He would like to speak to through you that day.
Let’s all begin by asking the Lord to give us a divine appointment. May God use each one of us to bring
someone to Jesus…and may it be so.
Love and prayers,
Cheryl,
Coordinator of Shepherds and Caring Ministries
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Trinity Tower Birthdays, Anniversaries & Family News

Jody and Dennis H
Rachel and Brett R
(Happy 1st Anniversary 2021!)
Donna and Tom P
Leslie and Dick C
Jennifer and Kevin M
Marcie and Al L
Carolyn and Chuck B
Alison and Nate U

3
3
4
4
12
21
24
26

ALTAR FLOWERS SPONSORS
3rd
10th
17th
24th
31st

OPEN
OPEN
In Memory of George Allison, Jr.
Love, The Zoeller Family
In Celebration of Chuck and Carolyn’s
40th Anniversary
OPEN

BULLETINS

OCTOBER
Emma F
Kelsey L
Emily G
Diane B
Greg R
Tom W
Ellen L
Amy E
Liz C
Carter M
L.A. W
Marie W
Bill J
Krista H
Doran C
Ed M
Shirley T
Alexis D
Al L
Carol A
Joe D
Jean K
Zack T
Dick C
Joe E
Jean W
Karlie M
Terri A
Kim B
Pam P
Kevin P
Jacob M

2
2
4
6
6
7
8
10
10
10
10
10
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
18
19
23
24
24
24
24
29
30
30
30
31
31

*All 5 Sundays in October are open*
Please consider sponsoring flowers or bulletins.
Flowers cost $20 and bulletins are $10. You may
sponsor the bulletins in celebration, honor or
memory of a special day or person. The sponsors
help reduce the cost of the bulletins and altar
flowers every Sunday service for our church.
Thank you.

Additional People Needed for
Tidings Assembly Group!
The Tidings Assembly group is in need of 1 or 2
additional people who would be willing to commit to
(usually) the last Thursday of every month to help with
assembling the Tidings.
Currently, the Tidings Assembly Group only has 4
members. Everyone comes in at 10:00 a.m. and are
often times done before 11:30 a.m.
If you are interested, please email me, Kimberly, at
trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com; or call the church at
412-793-9000. Thank you for your consideration! It is
much appreciated!
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Disaster Relief Help: Hurricane Ida, Floods, & Fires

If you desire to give funds to help in the relief of the natural disasters that
have been occurring this past few months, here is how you can help through
your church. Make checks out to Trinity Tower UMC, and write UMCOR in the
memo line. Place it in an envelope then put it in the offering or send it to the
church office.
As a United Methodist Church, we have access to one of the best organizations that helps people
in this world: UMCOR.
UMCOR is the fund our church used to collect money to help people who had experienced a
disaster anywhere in the world. UMCOR provides training and coordination of mission teams to
go into areas in three phases: Disaster assessment teams, disaster response teams, and
disaster recovery teams. The first two are sent in as soon as possible, assessing damage and
getting a response to crisis needs of clearing debris and doing safety & health care. Recovery
teams go in later (like our annual church team) to assist in the recovery process of a region that
can last years.
All funds received go to helping workers make a difference in a disaster impacted area. (No
administrative costs are taken from funds given, as our church Apportioned Mission Share
dollars from regular giving covers administrative workers.)

Your gifts…
•
•
•
•

Allow UMCOR workers and volunteers to be among the first to arrive and the last to leave when people are
in need.
Provide for emergency grants after a disaster.
Relieve hunger and help communities have a sustainable source of food.
Bring emergency supplies to communities devastated by storms or floods.

Your gift, joined with the gifts of others, makes a significant impact in the lives of individuals and
communities. And when you give through the Advance, 100% of your gift goes to serve others in
the way that you choose.

OUTREACH UPDATES
COM, China Outreach Ministries continues its support of Chinese students who are here for furthering
their education all over the U.S., including here in Pittsburgh. During the pandemic last year, few Chinese
students were able to come to the U.S., but this year, thousands of students are again arriving at universities
across the nation. This year’s theme for COM is “Trusting God, Moving Forward”.
From one Chinese student’s account: When I first arrived in the United States as an exchange student, I
was overwhelmed by the language and cultural differences. I felt like I was a stranger, and I was lonely.
Soon, I got a few opportunities to meet up and talk with some Christians. They always tried to find ways to
help me. Their sincerity, passion, and kindness flowed out of them, and I was deeply moved by it. Gradually, the weekly gathering times with these Christians became part of my life. But this was not the only reason
I eventually became a believer. The journey was also marked by countless conversations I had with the Lord
deep down in my heart. I could feel that I became closer to him, and I could give myself to him. I was baptized one month before I went back to China.
Please pray for students like Ting, who have returned to China after becoming believers. They will face new
distractions, obstacles, and sometimes challenges because of their faith. Please ask for God’s work in their
lives that they will continue steadfastly in their discipleship journey. Pray that they will connect with other
Christians for their growth and encouragement, and that they will shine the light of Jesus to those around
them.
Urban Impact urban missionary, Laura writes: With fall quickly approaching, we are starting to plan for our
school year programs. We are planning to have Tutoring Center after school two days a week for around 30
students. Please pray for the planning process; that God’s will would prevail for the program. Please also
pray that God would provide the necessary resources and volunteers need to make this program run
smoothly.
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Nursery / Sunday School
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Nursery Care Provided
Our church provides Nursery Care during the
9:00am worship service starting. We need volunteers to
take turns staffing the nursery during that hour. A signup clipboard is in the Nursery or you can contact Crystal. In addition, Phyllis will be doing a story time at
some point during the hour so kids will hear a Bible
story during their time in the nursery.

Sunday School to Begin
In Re-vamping the Sunday School of our church, we will have
the following plan for Sunday School beginning October 3rd:
9:00am Sunday School: We ask parent to bring the children
downstairs to the Sunday School classroom where Patti
and Marie will be coordinating. Parents are asked to take their
children there, then go up to church for the worship service.
10:30am Sunday School: For this Sunday School time, children will start in church
and be present through the opening hymn and Children’s sermon. Following the
children’s sermon, children will head out to their Sunday School class where Jill will coordinate a Sunday School time.
We will follow a new curriculum called ‘Grow’. It is a companion material to what
will be used at the new Glow (Kid’s Club) happening of Children’s midweek
programming.

Sunday School Assistance Needed
Could you be a help to our Sunday School program for
kids?
We can use people willing to assist in teaching or even
to be substitute teachers.
Contact Jill, Jennine or Crystal if you can help.
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Tuesdays from 6:30 - 8:00pm
Formerly known as Kid’s Club, Glow, will begin on Tuesday, October 5th. We have a brand new,
exciting curriculum called ‘Grow” that we will be following. All children in Kindergarten - 6th grade are
welcome to attend this program. We will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:00.
Bring a friend and enjoy great music, crafts, games, and learning how to Glow with the Light of Jesus!

***************************************************

“TRUNK OR TREAT”
Sunday, October 24th 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
All children ages birth through 6th grade are invited to attend our annual “Trunk or Treat” event.
Volunteers will hand out candy from the trucks of their vehicles to the children who are trick-or-treating.
There will be refreshments and activities for the children as well. There will be a sign-up sheet for those
attending the event, as well as those who would like to volunteer to hand out candy. If there are any
questions, please contact Crystal.

****************************************************
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Once again, our Trinity Tower Kids Club (now “GLOW”) is organizing
giving of Christmas shoebox, donating items that can be packed in a
shoebox or by making a monetary donation to assist with shipping costs.
cost to mail each shoebox is $9.00. Shoeboxes and forms will be made
available on a table in the Narthex. We will be collecting shoeboxes unSunday, November 14th.
Please see Crystal if you have any questions.

the
The
til

October 2021
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Military Connections Christmas Stocking Supplies Collection
October may seem early to be thinking about Christmas stockings, but in order for them to reach the deployed troops
in time for Christmas, we need to start now. We will be collecting snacks during the month of October. The supplies
will then be provided to Military Connections who will stuff stockings and ship them the beginning of November.
There will be a collection bin on the narthex* table.

*If you are unable to get supplies to church but would still like to participate, shop online at
Amazon or AmazonSmile and ship directly to Military Connections:
Military Connections
312 Auburn Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

2021 Christmas Stocking Project Needed Supply List:
Granola Bars
Christmas Candy

Power Bars
Candy Canes

5 Hour Energy
Mints

Lollipops
Slim Jims

Skittles
Starburst
Single Serve Powdered Gatorade

Chocolate Candy
Gum
Rice Krispie Treats

Individual Bags of Snacks, such as:
Nuts

Cookies

Crackers

Cheez Its

Pretzels

Fruit Snacks

Trail Mix

*Military Connections cannot ship open or expired food, so please check expiration dates!

Fun Facts about Military Connections:
Military Connections plans to ship 3,000 Christmas Stockings to deployed troops.
Military Connections is 100% Volunteer Run - All Donations are Used for the Care Package Project.
Military Connections has been providing Care Packages and Essential Supplies to Troops Since 2003.
90% of Care Packages are shipped to combat zones.
Military Connections focuses on shipping Care Packages to service members who do not have any
family or friends.
To Learn More About Military Connections and the Christmas Stocking Project
Visit www.militaryconnections.org

