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Crystal,  

our new Children’s Ministries Director! 

 

NURSERY CARE PROVIDED 

Star�ng on Sunday, Sept. 5th 

During the 9:00 a.m. service 

 

 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

Sunday, September 19th 

Trinity Tower Pavilion 

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 

 

 

CARNIVAL & COOKOUT 

Sunday, September 26th 

                      3 - 6 p.m. 

 

 

Sunday School  

will resume on  

Sunday, October 3rd 

See page 7 

 

 

GGGGLLLLOOOOWWWW    

Formerly Kid’s Club 

Begins on Tuesday, October 5th 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

      Sunday School Assistance Needed 

 
Our church is looking for people to assist with our Sunday 

School program for kids.  We can use people willing to assist in 

teaching or even to be subs3tute teachers.  Contact Jill, Jennine, or 

Crystal if you can help. 

This Photo by Unknown 

October Tidings Deadline 

September 15, 2021 

Editor: Karen 

trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com 
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     September, 2021                                    News from the Pastor             TIDINGS 

   

 

 Sylvia was talking with her mother by FaceTime one Monday a9ernoon in August.  Her mother 

is in a Nursing Care Center, and Sylvia asked if she had go-en to church the day before?  See, during COVID, 

when volunteers or staff can, they take her to the chapel service on Sunday a9ernoon.  Sylvia’s mother re-

sponded:  “No, neither you nor Susan could drive us there.”   Sylvia responded, 

you don’t have to drive to the worship 3me.  Did you get to the worship service 

at the campus chapel yesterday a9ernoon?   To which she replied, “Oh yes, we 

did get to that worship service.” 

Now I found that conversa3on to be a moment that caused me pause.  To many of us we use the ter-

minology, ‘Did you get to church yesterday?’, and we mean did you get to Sunday worship.  But as I thought 

about why the different response from Sylvia’s mother, I think she senses a difference between being at 

church and being at worship.  And honestly, I can agree and understand where she is coming from.  Some of 

you may wonder, what is really the difference?  So let me explain how I see the nuanced difference. 

To go to church versus going to a worship 3me, implies a rela3onship with a church family in a church 

seDng.  See at a worship service, we may be siDng/standing while hearing the music, listening to a preacher 

and connec3ng with God.  But when I think about being at church, there is more involved.  When we go to 

‘church’ on a Sunday for worship, we have those three elements, but we also are connec3ng with a church 

family of believers.  These are people whom we know about, care about, converse with, and share various 

parts of the Chris3an journey together.   There is more implied when I think about the answer for ‘Did you 

get to church this week.’  It is not just:  “Did you get to worship?”; it is did you get to connect with other 

Chris3ans and share about this journey of faith?  Granted it could seem like a nuanced difference, but I got 

what I think Hildegard meant.   

Connec3ng with other Chris3ans is very important in our Chris3an 

journey.  It is one reason why during the pandemic, most of us have really 

missed the conversa3on over coffee and fellowship 3me, either following 

a 3me of worship or before the worship 3me.  Such places are where we get to share about the Chris3an 

journey of life. 

My hope and prayer is that as Fall plans start to be made, we can rekindle the places where connec-

3ons of church family can be made again.  And may each of us, do our part in striving to connect and re-

connect with Chris3an friends. 

 Peace, 

Pastor Dale Reese   

 

Preaching Schedule 

 
Pastor Dale will begin a new Sermon Series in September on the book of Philippians.  Here is the 

preaching schedule: 

 

September 5   The Charlie Brown Syndrome   Luke 19:1-10  

Sermon Series on Philippians 

September 12   Rallying Back to God With Joy   Philippians 1:3-11 

September 19  (outdoor)  Jesus’ Love Makes  a Difference    Philippians 1:12-26            

September 26  The Way Life Ought to Be   Philippians 2:1-11   

October 3    (World Communion Sunday) The  Chris�ans Serving the World   Philippians 2:19-30  
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Praying Like YOU and Nobody Else 
Matthew 6:7-8 “And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 

because of their many words…for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.” 

 
Are you comfortable praying aloud? Would you pray in front of your family? Friends? 
Church family? I’m not talking about those scripted prayers many of us have prayed with 
our children/grandchildren. Those prayers before meals and the nighttime prayers are easy 

to say aloud because someone else wrote the words. But when it comes to praying unscripted prayers aloud in 
front of others, it is frightening for many people.  

Most of you probably answered no to the first question I asked. Once I would have said no as well. 
Speaking for myself (and for many of you) the reason is because I never thought I could pray as well as Pastor 
Dale does.  I never thought I could use those “prayerful words” as 
Pastors do, or as those people who seem to be gifted when praying 
aloud.  However, God doesn’t care! He wants you to pray like 
YOU!  Prayer is simply a conversation with God. It’s a relationship 
you build with Him each time you pray. 

You might be wondering how my thoughts about this 
changed and why I feel as I do now. Well, I just started. Now I talk 
to God just like I’d talk to a friend, a family member, or a trusted person. I don’t use fancy words or phrases, 
and there are times when I stumble over a word or zone-out while praying, but God doesn’t care. The only way 
to learn how to pray aloud with others is to just do it - just get started. Practice certainly helps, but how did I 
practice? I followed several steps, and I think this will be different for each person.  

My first step was to go to God in prayer and ask Him for guidance and direction as I began. The first 
time I did this was at a prayer meeting. A while ago, Nancy Stevens created a prayer team, and one of us 
would be available after worship services to pray with anyone who came to the prayer room. We also held 
meetings at the church, and we would pray for our church’s needs and other needs from the group or the 
community. This was very much like our current Zoom Prayer Meetings on Monday nights that Pastor Dale 
now leads.  

I don’t remember the specifics of the prayer I prayed that first time, but I took the chance and prayed 
aloud at our prayer meeting. Of course, there are those people who just won’t ever feel comfortable doing this, 
and that’s certainly okay. However, in my experience, I can say it’s a great way to witness for the Lord.  When 
you take the opportunity to pray with someone, you invite the Lord into their life. I’ve prayed over the phone, 
sitting in church, dining in a restaurant, talking to someone with a problem or illness, and in many other places.  
When I feel the nudge from the Lord, I just do it. Nobody has ever turned me away or complained that my 
language wasn’t fancy enough. In fact, after praying with someone I completely forget what I said. The person, 
however, always feels cared about and thankful. Our Lord will help you if you just ask Him.  

Speaking personally, I can say that praying aloud via FaceTime with my children when Bob was in the 
hospital with COVID-19 was not only helpful to them, but also to me. During a very difficult time in the life of 
our family, as we struggled together to understand God’s perfect will, prayer held us together daily.  

I ask you now.  Will you consider doing this? Keep it simple, sincere, and authentic.  
Remember that longer is not stronger when you pray. If you will try this, you might just bring someone to the 
Lord. You’ll never know until you try. 
 

Love and prayers, 
Cheryl  
Coordinator of Shepherds and Caring Ministries 

 

 

     September, 2021 Shepherd’s News 

Prayer Time  

on Monday evenings  
 

 Our church sponsors a 

prayer 3me on Monday evenings 

at 7:00 p.m.   We discuss concerns 

and joys of the world and issues 

impac3ng our friends.  Then we 

pray around 7:30 p.m.   If you 

would like to join the Monday 

Prayer Group, please email Pastor 

Dale at trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study  

The following is the schedule for the Wednesday Evening 

Bible study done via  Zoom technology.   

September 1   Body Builders  I Corinthians 12 

September 8   Love  I Corinthians 13 

September 15  Gi�s that Give  I Corinthians 14 

September 22   Things Are Looking Up  I Corinthians 15 

September 29  Partners in Ministry   I Corinthians 16 

 Please email Pastor Dale at trinitytowerchurch@yahoo.com if 

you would like to join the Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Bible Study. 

TIDINGS 
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Trinity Tower Family News 

September 2021             TIDINGS Trinity Tower Family News 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

September Anniversaries 

 John and Nancy M     12 

John and Mary Beth R    15 

Joe and Amy E    24 

Jeff and Kelli T                28  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Flowers 

 
9/5 Open 

9/12 In Memory of Naomi  

 Love, The Zoeller Family 

9/19 Open 

9/26 Open 

 

 

September Bulle�ns 
 

9/5 Open 

9/12 Open 

9/19 Open 

9/26 Open 

 

 

Nursery Care Provided 
 

Our church will be star3ng up the 

Nursery during the 9:00 a.m. worship service 

star3ng on September 5
th

.  We need 

volunteers to take turns staffing the nursery 

during that hour.  A sign-up clipboard will be 

passed in the pews or you can contact Crystal.  

In addi3on, Phyllis will be doing a story 3me at 

some point during the hour so kids will hear a 

Bible story during their 3me in the nursery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Birthdays 

 
Erin F                              2 

Dawn H-P  6 

A.J. C   8 

Jennifer J  8 

Cheryl L                       10 

Danielle A                   10 

Angela S                      11 

Shelbi P                       11 

John K                          12 

Kathy P                       14 

Alison U                     15 

Donna B                    18 

Pam B                       19 

Richard W                 23 

Kaylee U                    23 

George S                    25  

 

PENN HILLS SERVICE ASSOCIATION 

Monthly Dona�on 

 

September 

 

  SUGAR   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends at Trinity Tower, 

Thank you for all of the cards and prayers sent 

on my behalf! Karen and I appreciate your kind-

ness and thoughOulness. Thank you for your 

con3nued prayers, too. 

George  
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Outreach/Missions      September, 2021                                                        TIDINGS     

A Sock Hop Thank You ...  

and LOOK what you've done! 
 

Thank you very much for your monetary dona3ons to this 

year's Sock Hop fundraiser.  Your dona3ons provide the 

yearly budget for Missions and Outreach, which allows us to 

bless so many.  As the last dona3ons roll in, we will count it 

all up and report a total next month.  In the mean3me, here 

is a list of organiza3ons that were helped over the past year 

thanks to your past support:    
 

• American Bible Society 

• The Blessing Board 

• Children's Hospital of Pi-sburgh Founda3on 

• China Outreach Ministries 

• Coali3on for Chris3an Outreach (CCO) 

• Dress for Success Pi-sburgh 

• Dressember Founda3on 

• FamilyLinks - Downtown Outreach Center & Shelter 

• Founda3on of Hope 

• Just Solu3ons (formerly known as the Lincoln Park 

       Food Bank) 

• Light of Life Rescue Mission  

• Lost & Found Pharmacy 

• Military Connec3ons 

• The Navigators 

• The Neighborhood Academy 

• PitCare, Inc. 

• Ronald McDonald House Pi-sburgh 

• Sheep Inc. Health Care Center 

• Sojourner House 

• Urban Impact 
   

We are so grateful that our church was able to bless these 

organiza3ons, and they in turn have all been thankful.  

  

In addi3on to the monetary dona3ons, we thank you for the 

sock dona3ons.  Socks are always requested for the home-

less, and almost as soon as the socks came in, they went 

back out the door!  A total of 30 pairs were packed in toilet-

ry bags for Light of Life.    
 

Thanks again from everyone who serves on Mission and 

Outreach.  

Outreach Effort with Local Church 
 

Unity Community Church, located at the 

intersec3on of Universal Road and Unity 

Trestle Road in Plum, contacted us to see 

if we would be interested in packing toi-

letry bags for Light of Life.  Since we al-

ready have a toiletry ministry in place, 

joining them for this outreach effort was 

a no-brainer!  A total of 30 bags were 

packed for 15 men and 15 women.  Unity 

Church provided drawstring bags, which 

we then filled with soap or body wash, 

shampoo (and condi3oner for the wom-

en), a toothbrush and toothbrush holder, 

toothpaste, deodorant, hand sani3zer, 

masks, a snack, a bo-le of water, and a 

pair of socks - thanks to the Sock Hop 

sock collec3on!     
 

It was great partnering with another local 

church.  We will likely do it again if this or 

a similar opportunity presents itself.  Be 

warned though because next 3me we will 

be seeking those in our church who have 

the talent to make the drawstring bags. 

;)   

 

Coming in the Fall 

 
Our annual Fair Trade 

Fair will be scheduled 

for this fall, likely in the 

October - November 

3me frame.  We will plan for an in-person 

sale, but we will have to play that by ear 

as we see what develops this fall.  We will 

again provide catalogs and a way to shop 

online to make it as convenient and com-

fortable for all.  More details will be pro-

vided next month. 

 

Recycling with TerraCycle          A reminder . . .  

TTUMC con3nues to care for the environment by par3cipa3ng in several TerraCycle programs.  Accepted 

waste includes:  

• All brands of blades and razors (systems & disposable units, replaceable-blade cartridge units) 

• Rigid plas3c packaging from razor products 

• Flexible plas3c bag packaging from disposable razor products 

• Mouthwash bo-les & caps 

• Toothpaste tubes & caps 

• Soap packaging 

• Floss containers 

• Toothbrushes  

• Deodorant containers and caps (NO aerosol deodorant cans please) 

 

Look for the collec3on bin in the downstairs hallway by the restrooms. 
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Outreach September, 2021 TIDINGS 

 Urban Impact’s Report on Summer Day Camp (from July) 

 

“We are already halfway through this year’s Summer Day Camp, which is running for 
8 weeks!  Each day, the students have a Bible, Literacy and Math class in the morning.  
Afternoons are filled with worship, games, pool time, the spray park and field trips.  
This year’s field trips include a lake, mini-golf, the museum, Fun Fore All, and the 
Zoo.  Summer Day Camp serves around 100 students in rising 1st through 5th grade.”  
Laura is Camp Director and oversees 32 interns who went through 2 weeks of training 

in June.  There were also 6 High School Staff and 7 Middle School Jr. Crew volunteers. 
 

(Summer Day Camp is now over, and the focus has shifted to plans for Fall education programs for the  
children on the Northside.) 

OUTREACH:  REPORTS FROM MISSION ORGANIZATIONS 

WHO RECEIVED SOCK HOP FUNDS 

CCO CCO CCO CCO ----    Coalition for Christian OutreachCoalition for Christian OutreachCoalition for Christian OutreachCoalition for Christian Outreach    

“In the midst of the real danger and countless challenges of this past year, we have 
been overwhelmed by God’s faithfulness - which is immeasurably more than we 
could ask or imagine, as Paul says in Ephesians.  Thank you for your faithfulness 
in supporting this ministry.  Because of your generosity, staff members are able to 
be faithful to their calling of reaching college students with the Good News of Je-
sus Christ.” 

            American Bible Society 
Even in the midst of challenges brought on by the pandemic last year, Scripture 

translations were completed in 66 languages.  In 2020, 46 languages received first 
Scripture translations that could reach 13 million people.  Six language groups 

received the full Bible for the first time - five in Africa and the other in the United 
States, where the Deaf community celebrated the completion of the American Sign 
Language Bible. 
 

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, five languages received the full Braille Bible, three of them for the 
first time.  Over 60 languages now have the full Bible in Braille. 
 

These Scripture translations are bringing people around the world closer to God through His word.  

                                Sheep, Inc. Health Care CenterSheep, Inc. Health Care CenterSheep, Inc. Health Care CenterSheep, Inc. Health Care Center    

 

A Take-Out Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser is being held on Saturday, September 
11th, from Noon until 4:00 p.m.  The cost will be $15.00, and the meal includes 
spaghetti, sauce, meatballs, roll, salad, condiments and dessert.  The meal will be 
packed cold; you can heat it up at home at a convenient time.  Purchase your 
dinner tickets by Friday, September 3rd.  Call the clinic at 412-310-0062.  (Please 
call Monday-Thursday between 8:30 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.; or Fridays between 8:30 
a.m. and Noon.)  For more information please refer to their website at www.sheepincclinic.org.    
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Outreach/Music Ministry News September, 2021 TIDINGS 

Just Solutions GiveJust Solutions GiveJust Solutions GiveJust Solutions Give----AwayAwayAwayAway    
    
The Trinity Tower Church parking lot was the location for a Give-Away of personal care items and snacks on 
Monday, August 9th.  Joyce Davis, of Just Solutions, (formerly the Lincoln Park Community Food Bank), 
brought boxes of diapers, wipes, toilet paper, paper towels, soap, etc., and bags of snack food items to give 
away. 
 

Thanks go to Karen, George, Joan, Sylvia, Emily, and Madalyn for helping with set-up, distribution and clean
-up.  Those who received the items were very appreciative. 

 

From Joyce Davis and Just SolutionsFrom Joyce Davis and Just SolutionsFrom Joyce Davis and Just SolutionsFrom Joyce Davis and Just Solutions::::  “Dear friends who 
love the Lord:  Thank you for your support for our food pantry.  Your 
church helps with workers, financial gifts, and, I know, prayer!  You are a 
blessing to the pantry, community, and me.  It is so encouraging to have 
opportunities to be with such caring and loving people.  Your newsletter 
shows how much of our Lord’s work you are all doing!”  

                                                                    Choir Rehearsal and Bell Choir RehearsalChoir Rehearsal and Bell Choir RehearsalChoir Rehearsal and Bell Choir RehearsalChoir Rehearsal and Bell Choir Rehearsal    
Fall brings the return of music rehearsals for the Choir and the Bell Choir.  Both these rehearsals will be held 
on Thursday evenings.  Our first rehearsal will be on Thursday, September 2nd.  Bell Choir practice will 
be from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., and vocal choir practice will be from 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
 

If you have an interest in either or both of the music ministry groups, please let Sylvia know, or come to 

rehearsal on September 2nd. 
 

NOTE:  Vocal choir rehearsal will only begin if it is safe to do so.  Updates will be given as we move 
through the month. 

                                      A Note of Thanks 
Thank you to all who have provided special music for the second service throughout the summer months.  
Thanks to Ben, Crystal, Jenn, Karen, the Praise Team, Mark, and Therone. 
 

It is a joy to hear beautiful and inspiring music that enhances our worship time. 
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Children/Youth       September, 2021                                                        TIDINGS     

 Children’s Ministries Director 
 

We welcome to our church staff Crystal, who will be our new Children’s Ministries Director.   

 

Crystal comes to us having grown up in the Miller UMC near Irwin.  Crystal currently lives in Holiday Park with 

her husband Jim, and 4-month old son Sammy, and stepsons Dominic and James. 

 

Crystal has a degree in Music Educa3on from Youngstown State University, and has a background in mental 

health. 

 

 

 CARNIVAL & COOKOUT 

 

Our church is planning something new: A Carnival & Cookout on September 26
th

 from 3 - 6 p.m.  Families are 

invited to enjoy some great food, carnival games, cra9s, and a barrel train ride!  We invite the community to 

come check out all we have to offer!  This event will kick us off into the start of children’s programming for 

the school year.  Our Sunday School teachers will be set up for a meet and greet, as well as an opportunity to 

explore some of the programming that will be taking place this fall.  To make this event a success we need 

your help!  If you feel called to volunteer for this event, please put your name on the sign-up sheet or contact 

Crystal. 

                        

        Sunday School Re-vamped 
 

Our church is going to try to Re-vamp the Sunday School and get things moving 

forward once again with our Sunday School for the kids of our church.  The pandemic 

has caused a pause in Children’s Programming long enough and we are ready to move 

forward. 

 

As such beginning in October, we will be having the following plan for Sunday School: 

 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School:  We ask parent to bring the children downstairs to the Sunday School class-

room where PaD DiDomenico and Marie Weir will be coordina3ng.  Parents are asked to take their children 

there, then go up to church for the worship service. 

 

10:30 a.m. Sunday School:  For this Sunday School 3me, children will start in church and be present 

through the opening hymn and Children’s sermon.  Following the children’s sermon, children will head out to 

their Sunday School class where Jill will coordinate a Sunday School 3me. 

 

One other note:  the programming will follow a new curriculum called ‘Grow’.  It is a companion ma-

terial to what will be used at the new Glow (Kid’s Club) happening of Children’s midweek programming. 

 

 

 

 

 

GLOW 

 Formerly known as Kid’s Club, Glow, will begin on Tuesday, October 5th. We have a brand new, ex-

ci3ng curriculum called “Grow” that we will be following. All children in Kindergarten - 6th grade are wel-

come to a-end this program. We will meet on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 - 8 pm. Bring a friend and enjoy 

great music, cra9s, games, and learning how to Glow with the Light of Jesus! 
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Worship      September, 2021                     TIDINGS     

Livestream Worship  

Our church con3nues to produce the 10:30 a.m.  Sunday worship 

service as a Live-stream worship presence on our website.  To access an-

y3me, use the YouTube link there.  It is easy to access from either the 

website or YouTube channel.   Click on the tab "Livestream Worship"; 

then click on the you tube note there.   

On an addi3onal note, many have found using the YouTube site 

gives access to watching it on the TV where the sound can be be-er controlled. 

 

 

                          Outdoor Worship 
 

Our church will have the last outdoor worship service for 2021, on Sunday, 

September 19th, at our beau3ful Trinity Tower Pavilion.  It is the 9:00 a.m. 

Contemporary Service.  (If weather prohibits, we will move inside) 

We ask people to bring a lawn chain and sit around the Trinity Tower Pavil-

ion.  If you forget your chair, we will have some available from our narthex. 

We thank our Praise Team for being willing to lead these outdoor worship 

3mes.  And we can always use help in seDng up the tent awnings to help 

with shade for the worship 3me. 

 

 

 

Confirma�on  
 

Confirma3on Sunday, was held on Sunday, August 29th, with 

three youth deciding to join with our church.  These persons were:  

Emily, Madalyn, & Jesse. 

 

We welcome them into full membership with our church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


