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            July 16th - August, 2021                             TIDINGS       News from the Pastor/Church 

How important is your time of worship?  That may sound like a funny question, but it is one I 
wrestle with, not for my own life so much, but more when I try to understand why being in worship has 
been waning in our world and church.  I guess I am trying to understand why attendance is waning when I 
have had two main factors that drive me to be in worship.  These two factors are:  True worship is based on 
the desire to honor God.  I do desire to honor God and have God bless me and my family, so I will be in 
worship.  Second, God’s guidance in the Bible on people’s need of a Sabbath that includes the 
commandment:  Remember the sabbath and keep it holy. 

I am serious in trying to understand where the value of these two factors has gone in people’s lives?   
A friend, who grew up Roman Catholic, indicated he believes people have lost the sense of guilt that used 
to drive people to worship.  “You did not want to anger church leaders and probably God by not attending 
worship.”  When I hear my friend say that, I wonder if what he is saying is that people no longer fear that 
God will be displeased with us if we are not in worship.  After all, I can have a wonderful time of 
connecting with God through a time of sitting by a body of water or having a great walk in the woods which 
is similar to worship but honestly is not quite the same.  Please know I am not bringing up this subject to 
make people feel guilty, but I do desire to understand people today. 

When I think about attending worship services, I go back to scripture and consider two lessons from 
there.  One, I realize Jesus saw the importance of worship and made sure He was in synagogue for worship 
and brought God’s presence to people who could not get to synagogue on a Sabbath day by bringing God’s 
word to them and even healing them.  Then also, there is the teaching from the book of Acts 2, where 
worship was crucial to the first Christians.  There it states: 

 “The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the 
community, to their shared meals, and to their prayers. A sense of awe 
came over everyone.  God performed many wonders and signs through the 
apostles.... They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to 
everyone.  The Lord added daily to the community those who were being 
saved” 

My hope and prayer is that people will indeed get back to understanding the importance of being at 
worship.  For at its most ideal, we know that in worship, we remember who God is and who we are to be as 
God’s people.  We become renewed and re-connected to our God who loves us and desires good for us.   

Finally let me remind you that throughout the bible we are reminded that God is pleased when we 
gather to worship and take our Sabbath time.  May each of us be committed to making worship and Sabbath 
rest a priority in our life. 

 

Peace, 
 

Pastor Dale 

2 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

Monday Evenings              
 

Our church sponsors a prayer time 
via Zoom Technology on Monday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m.  We discuss 
concerns and joys of the world and 
issues impacting our friends.  Then 
we pray around 7:30 p.m.   

 

If you would like to join the Monday 
Prayer Group, please email Pastor 
Dale at trinitytowerchurch@gmail.com. 

 

Pastor Dale will be away from Monday, 
August 16th through Friday, August 20th.  If 
you desire pastoral assistance, please contact 
the church office 412-793-9000.  People who 
have agreed to cover for Dale are either  
Therone Wade-White at 412-600-2115 or 
Pastor Dawn Lynn Check at 412-508-3309.  
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Porch Time at the ParsonagePorch Time at the ParsonagePorch Time at the ParsonagePorch Time at the Parsonage    
  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

On Tuesday evening, August 10th, come enjoy a relaxing time on the porch at the parsonage.  Pastor Dale and 
Sylvia Reese would like to invite anyone to come spend some time hanging out on the back porch of the 
parsonage. 
 

Light refreshments will be served.  Come anytime after 6:30 p.m. (as you are able) and enjoy the conversation 
and relaxation in a beautiful setting! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Search of an Individual 
for the Part-time 

Director of Children’s Ministries Position 
 

Children’s Ministry is an extremely important part of our church life.  As such, our Church is looking to hire a 
Part-time Children’s Ministries Director, averaging 10 hours per week.  This position would be responsible to 
develop and oversee programs designed to enhance and encourage children to learn about Jesus, including out-
reach to the community.  The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has developed a Job Description that is availa-
ble to review upon request. 
 

Our Church plans to interview during the week of July 18th, for an August hire.  If you know someone (or you 
yourself) may feel called of God to provide vision and leadership in developing a children’s ministry to reach 
the Penn Hills/Plum Communities for Jesus, we invite an application.  Contact the church office or 
Pastor Dale. 

***************************************************************************************** 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAYCONFIRMATION SUNDAYCONFIRMATION SUNDAYCONFIRMATION SUNDAY    
 

This summer, our church is holding Confirmation.  Pastor Dale and Cheryl 
are the primary leaders of the class which has three students. 
 

Confirmation is the time when youth are asked to consider becoming 

a full member of the church, as a pastor leads them through classes 
discussing what being a member is all about. 
 

Confirmation Sunday will then be held on Sunday, August 29th, during the 
10:30 a.m. service, with whichever youth decide to join with our church.  
 



                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SLOW TO ANGER 

 

 On Good Friday, I took a long over-due trip to visit my daughter and family in Raleigh, NC on 
American Airlines.  Originally, I scheduled a non-stop flight; however, five days later it was changed to a 
one-stop flight.  I immediately became worried about catching the connecting flights. I can walk on and off 
the plane, and I am not disabled, or wheelchair bound; however, I walk slowly and can’t run as one often 
needs to do when there’s only 40 minutes to get to your connecting flight.  So, I asked for a wheelchair 
because of my Parkinson’s disease.  This was the first time I had requested this service because I’ve always 
been able to fly non-stop and would not have had an issue then. 
 

 Unfortunately, I had two bad experiences during the transferring of flights, one flying down in 
Washington, DC and another flying back home in Charlotte, NC.  I’ll share the experience on the flight from 
Raleigh to Charlotte.  It was disheartening and made me angry.  
 

 As I walked off the ramp in Charlotte, NC, I had an encounter with an angry, rude employee.  Here’s 
what happened:  I asked this person if he had a wheelchair for me.  He responded that he had already called 
someone because another passenger told him I also needed a wheelchair as she did.  So, I sat down in a 
wheelchair beside the other lady waiting.  When 10 minutes or so had passed, I asked if he would call again 
because I was worried that I’d miss my flight.  He responded, “IF YOU’RE SO WORRIED ABOUT IT, 
WHY DON’T YOU WALK?”  At that point, the lady waiting with me said, “If we could walk, we would; 
that’s why we’re waiting for a wheelchair.”  The American Airlines employee then responded, “WELL, 
YOU WALKED OFF THE PLANE.”  I angrily responded, “That was rude!”  He responded back, “Well, 
you were rude to me!”  (I had said nothing rude except for asking him to call someone so I wouldn’t miss my 
flight.)  I responded, “I was NOT rude to you, but if I miss my flight, you’re going to see RUDE!”  By this 
time, we had drawn attention from the crowd, and I saw a young male American Airlines employee lean over 
to say something to female employee (obviously asking permission to leave and help me.)  He ran over to me 
and said, “I’ll get you to your gate.” Immediately he began running.  There was a long ramp ahead, and he 
quickly ran up the ramp and got me to my gate as it was loading.  I was so thankful that I was teary at that 
point.  I offered him money, but he wouldn’t take it.  He just told me to have a nice day. An angel!!! 
 

 This is a perfect example of an angry employee and a kind one.  There was one who created a 
problem, and one who saw a problem and worked to fix it.  When I asked the rude employee his name, he 
said it was Freddy and that I didn’t need his last name.  When I got home, I sent a letter of complaint to 
American Airlines, and I also complimented the kind young man who got me to my gate.  They responded by 
phone and also email and were genuinely concerned and apologetic about the incident.  Their response was 
timely and appropriate.  
 

 As I thought about this encounter, I read something in one of my daily devotionals that spoke to my 
heart.  It said that we could save ourselves a lot of pain and heartache if we would follow one simple rule:  
Slow down when you’re angry or hurt.  The Bible says, “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry.”  ~ James 1:19 
 

 At times we do the opposite, as that young American Airlines employee did.  We are quick to speak, 
slow to listen, and swift to become angry.  But if we would do the first two parts of the verse - being slow to 
speak and quick to listen - the last part would be so much easier.  It would have been helpful to me in my 
recent angry response to a rude person.  

 

 

Love and prayers, 
  
Cheryl  
Coordinator of the Shepherds and Caring Ministries 
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         July 16th - August, 2021                        TIDINGS       Worship/Library News/Thank You 5 

Dear Trinity Tower Church Family, 
 

I want to thank my friends at TTUMC for their 
continued prayers, cards, and phone calls.  Your 
prayers and good wishes have sustained and 

encouraged me over the past 18 months.  I could 
not have done it without you. 
 

I knew Jesus has been with me throughout and it 
was so nice to know that you were behind me.  I 
thank you all so much.  I continue to feel your love 
and it is wonderful. 

 

- Phyllis 

Dear Friends,  

Thanks for the lovely cards we received for our Anniversary.  You are so kind to think about us.  

- Dennis and Jean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT CAMPUS WORSHIP MASK INFORMATION 

 

As you may already be aware, the Pennsylvania Department of Health announced that the Order requiring 
universal face coverings was being lifted state-wide effective 12:01 a.m. on Monday, June 28th. 
However, regarding Trinity Tower Church, we will continue to abide by our guidelines which indicate 
that fully vaccinated individuals (meaning 2 weeks AFTER your second shot, or 2 weeks AFTER a 
single shot vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson) may go without a mask in church.  Many of us though, in 
solidarity with those who cannot be without a mask due to medical conditions, can continue to chose to 
wear a mask. 
 

As a reminder, we will continue to have our Live-stream worship service happening on Sunday mornings 
at 10:30 a.m.  To participate in Life-stream worship, there is a link on our website to the weekly worship 
service.  It is easy to access:  Go to our website at www.trinitytowerchurch.org.  Then, click on the tab 
“Live-stream Worship”; then click on the YouTube link there.  This can be watched at any time.  
 

Library News From Marie 
 

Hi everyone!  I have completed categorizing all the books in the 
library and hope to have everything ready to go in August.  If you 
are looking for something in particular and cannot find it, there will 
be a reference book.  I will be posting a list of books and authors 
from time to time.  I will also be putting books on the cart in the 
Narthex.  We have so many great books that I have several on my 
reading list.  If you want to browse now, feel free, just return the book(s) to the proper spot so it can be 
cleaned.  I am going to contact the Penn Hills Library to find out what their procedure is for cleaning 
books.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 

~Marie 



                         

 

Trinity Tower Birthdays, Anniversaries & Family News 

July 16th - August, 2021                                         TIDINGS  Trinity Tower Family News 

Altar Flower & Bulletin Sponsors  
 

July 16th - 31st Altar Flowers 
  

July 18th:  The Bill and Betty are celebrating the 60th 
Birthday of their daughter, Susan. 

 

 

August Altar Flowers 
 

*At the time of printing, there are no Altar Flower 
Dedications. 
 

****************************************** 

July 16th - 31st Bulletins 
 

July 18th:  In Celebration of the Anniversary of 
George and Karen. 

 

 

August Bulletins 
 

*At the time of printing, there are no August 
Bulletins. 

 

 

July 16th - 31st Birthdays 
  

LaVerne S   25th 

Erik K    26th 

Steven Z   26th 

 

August Birthdays 
 

Nancy M   2nd 

Parker M   5th 

Jim S    10th 

Doris G   10th 

Mark W   10th 

Devan K   11th 

Lacey F   12th 

Sally J    13th 

Jason M   15th 

Jodi H    15th 

George C   16th 

Margie Z   16th 

Brittany S   18th 

Dara K    18th 

Eric K    20th 

Linda B   21st 
Jeanne B   21st 
Nico K    21st 
Nicole K   21st 
Dale R    22nd 

Ruth M   26th 

Jennifer A   27th 

Brian M   29th 

July 16th - 31st Anniversaries 
  

Mark and Terri A  18th 

Michael and Angela S  21st 
Howard and Lin B  22nd 

Jon and Pam P   22nd 

Matt and Kari P  29th 

Joe and Evelyn M  31st 

 

August Anniversaries 
  

Eric and Kelly S    2nd 

Joe and Patti D    4th 

Mark and Veronica K    5th 

Rob and Robin Z    8th 

George and Nancy R  23rd 
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The opportunity to worship outside provides a change of pace for worshippers.  It can be a wonderful time 
as we realize that the holy is experienced outside of the sacred space of the sanctuary, and we connect with 
creation care. 
 

As such, we are planning to have 3 times this year for you to experience outdoor worship held at our 
beautiful Trinity Tower Pavilion.  We will be holding the 9:00 a.m. Contemporary Service outside on the 
third Sundays of July, August and September.  (If weather prohibits, we will move inside.) 
 

We ask people to bring a lawn chair and sit around the Trinity Tower Pavilion.  If you forget your chair, we 
will have some available from our narthex. 
 

We thank our Praise Team for being willing to lead these outdoor worship times.  And we can always use 
help in setting up the tent awnings to help with shade for the worship time.   

Wednesday Evening Bible Study Topics  
 

The following is the schedule for the Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study done via Zoom technology:  
 

July 21st:  Discipline 1 Corinthians 6 

July 28th:  Marriage 1 Corinthians 7 

 August 4th:  Liberty 1 Corinthians 8-9 

August 11th:  Liberty 1 Corinthians 9-10 

August 18th:  NO STUDY - PASTOR DALE AWAY 

August 25th:  The Church Body 1 Corinthians 11 

 

If you have any questions regarding how to access 
the study via Zoom, please do not hesitate to 

contact Pastor Dale at trinitytowerchurch@gmail.com, 
if you would like to join the Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
Bible Study.   
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MISSIONS and OUTREACH 

 

UM Board of Global Ministries and UMCOR 

Impact Report     
 
An Impact Report from the Board of Global Ministries of the 
United Methodist Church and UMCOR: 

New wells, refurbished schools, roof construction after hurricanes. 
These are some of the more familiar ways in which UMCOR as-
sists survivors of calamities.  But survivors often face other trau-
matic effects, less visible to the eye. Many nurse deep emotional turmoil and spiritual wounds long after the 
final bricks, flagstones, and shingles have been replaced. 

A trained psychotherapist, United Methodist missionary Yorleni R. Jimenez Rojas is uniquely positioned to 
guide survivors’ emotional and spiritual journeys.  A native of Costa Rica, Ms. Jimenez has helped counsel 
abuse survivors aged 2 to 12, has served as a pastor and coordinator of Christian education in the local church, 
and has taught seminary students. 

Ms. Jimenez’s own life experience convinced her of the soul’s importance.  During a stage in her Christian 
pilgrimage, she began looking for genuine Christian spirituality centered on being, not doing.  As the current 
mission program director for the United Methodist Mission in Honduras, Ms. Jimenez oversees various pro-
grams that are helping Hondurans physical and emotional needs. 

Given that 48.3% of the Honduran population lives in poverty, it is not surprising that natural disasters and the 
COVID-19 pandemic have disproportionately affected the nation’s poorest people. The population Ms. 
Jimenez serves largely comprise economically marginalized people with limited formal education. 

When we support the work of Global Ministries and UMCOR, we are helping missionaries like Ms. Jimenez 
to assist survivors of forced migration and natural and civil disasters. We are also helping to build community 

health resiliency by strengthening health systems, mitigating disease, and providing preventative and curative 
medical care. 

 

Although it is the middle of summer now, Fall is coming.  And with the coming of Fall, comes also the start of 
various music ministries.  Our church’s choir and bell choir will both be resuming rehearsals at the beginning 
of September.  If you are interested in singing or bell-playing, please contact Sylvia. 
 

We want to ‘Make a joyful noise unto the Lord’ and have fun doing it!  Consider joining us. 
 

 


