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      June - July 15th, 2021                     TIDINGS       News from the Pastor/Church 

 I have to tell you, I have never run a marathon.  My brother has done it and I have friends 
who have done it.  But I have never really had a desire to do that.   I would run long distances 
when I was a youth and in college.  (Like running 2 miles to baseball practice in the summer 
because my mother and father were working and the baseball field was 2 miles from the house.)   
I bring this up because one of perspectives about dealing with the COVID-19 Pandemic is a 
reminder that we are involved in what feels like a marathon and not a sprint, or even a 2-mile run.   
You see, we have discovered that we are not in a pandemic sprint, but we are running the 
pandemic marathon.   
 

To run a marathon I am told, there is a lot of discipline needed.  Indeed, in the bible we are even 
told that discipline is a key in running the marathon of life as a Christian. Paul tells us in Hebrews 
12:1-2 to run the race of faith with perseverance, throwing off that which hinders us, encouraged 
by the witnesses who have gone before us (my paraphrase).  
 

So as I think of this verse in light of what is happening with the pandemic response, I am 
wondering, what are we needing to throw off right now?  Many of us are tired of masks; can I 
throw them off?  In fact as I write this on May 15

th
, the CDC is allowing people to go mask free in 

many places.  While this is great news for those of us fully vaccinated, as I read the caution about 
those who are not, they could be in real trouble of getting the virus and even infecting some of us 
who are vaccinated.  So, I think I am going to tend to be cautious and compassionate to those 
who do not have their vaccinations.  I have a friend who due to a medical condition cannot be 
vaccinated.  As a Christian, there will be times when I will feel called of God to wear a mask.  Not 
for myself so much, but for others.   And therein is the tie-in for me about the nature of the 
marathon aspect of the pandemic response.  To defeat this pandemic, we have to think marathon, 
not sprint. 
 

I feel like we are getting closer and closer to the finish line of the race to get control of the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  But just like when a marathoner gets to mile 22 of the 26 miles, so too do 
we still have some ‘race’ to complete. 
 

Returning to that bible passage from Hebrews, we need to consider: where are we drawing 
strength to persevere? Who are the witnesses that have led by example?  How is our intentional 
spiritual discipline helping us to go the distance, not just to finish, but to finish with arms raised in 
victory?   We do so by remaining steadfast in spending time with God.  For God desires to bless 
us and guide us in this journey of life. 
  

Peace, 
 

Pastor Dale 
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Monday Evenings              
 

Our church sponsors a prayer time 
via Zoom Technology on Monday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m.  We discuss 
concerns and joys of the world and 
issues impacting our friends.  Then 
we pray around 7:30 p.m.   

 

If you would like to join the Monday 
Prayer Group, please email Pastor 
Dale at trinitytowerchurch@gmail.com. 

 

Pastor Dale will be away from June 4th 
through 11th. If you desire pastoral  
assistance, please contact the church  
office 412-793-9000. People who have 
agreed to cover for Dale are either  
Dr. Therone Wade-White at 412-600-2115 or 
Pastor Dawn Lynn Check at 412-508-3309.  
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UPDATE TO OUR ON CAMPUS WORSHIP 

 

As the CDC has allowed the relaxation on mask wearing for people who are 
fully vaccinated, such persons may go without masks in church.  Many of us 
though, in solidarity with those who cannot be without a mask due to medical 
conditions, will chose to continue the mask wearing. 

 

We will continue to have our Live-stream worship service happening on 
Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m.  To participate in Live-stream worship, there is a link 
on our website to the weekly worship service.  It is easy to access:  Go to our 
website http://www.trinitytowerchurch.org.  Then click on the tab “Livestream 
Worship”; then click on the YouTube link there.  This can be watched at any time. 
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Dear Trinity Tower Family, 
 

We would like to thank the congregation for 
the cards and prayers during the passing of 
Diane father, Edward. 
 

The Family 

Dear Trinity Tower Family, 

Many thanks to all who sent cards and took 
part in the two week prayer basket for me. 
It was truly a wonderful blessing to have so 
many people thinking of and praying for me  

during this difficult time. 

Karen B 

The Trustees want to thank the following people for the great work done on the 
Trustees’ Work Day which took place on Saturday, May 8th: 
 

Carolyn and Chuck B.     Eric S.                               Al L.            John M. 
Judy and L.A. W.            Marie and Paul W.  Joan C.  Dale R. 
Karen R.                          Toby and Al K.  Mark W. 

Dear Trinity Tower Church, 
 

We are both appreciative and inspired by your 
extremely generous donation in the amount of 
$1,225.00, donation to the PHSA. 
 

Sincerely, 
Penn Hills Service Association 

Dear Trinity Tower Church Family, 

 

Thank you to everyone that helped me 

through these tough times.  It is very 

appreciated. 

 

Love, 

Mark W 



                         

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Lessons Learned During the Pandemic 
 

 One of the things I often say to my children and grandchildren is, “Your Life Is Your Lesson.” It’s 
important to know that the way you live and prioritize your life teaches others more about you than anything 
else you can say or do. 
 

 We’ve all changed over the past year.  The time-out from regular life has forced all of us to  
re-evaluate how we spend our time, set our priorities, and determine what’s really important to us.  Last 
March when we were all forced to stay home with our families, we realized the importance of the “little 
things.”  For me, I’ve often stated that Faith, Family and Friends are the three most important things to me.  
I still agree with that, but I understand it on a much deeper level now.  When daily rituals and routines are 
disrupted, as they were over the past year, it leads to a new sense of appreciation for the “little things” of life. 
   
 The past year was also one of the loneliest times for many of us.  We now realize how important our 
social interactions are to our mental and emotional health and happiness.  For most of us, the loss of personal 
connections with family and friends was terrible. We missed out on weddings, funerals, graduations, birthday 
celebrations, family dinners, and various holiday traditions. We missed our friends at church, the gym, and 
we also missed eating out with friends and family.  In short, it was an abysmal time for all of us.  BUT . . . I 
believe we’ve learned a lot from all of this. 
 

 We’ve learned to enjoy walks - alone or with our family.  We’ve learned to use technology in a new 
way.  I had never heard of Zoom prior to the pandemic, but now I use it daily. We’ve learned to enjoy our 
religious services online, and some people even play games or hold virtual dinners and/or celebrations 
online.  
 

 And let’s not forget working from home and homeschooling our children. Many people were filled 
with panic when first attempting this, but soon it became normal and has signaled some new ways schools 
and businesses may work in the future.  
 

 Of course, there are those of us with especially trying circumstances and some who have suffered 
mightily.  Hopefully, we will all be mindful of this and empathetic as we encounter and interact with others.  
Let’s not forget what the lockdown taught us about our own resilience, strength and courage. When pushed 
into a challenging situation, we can do it!  Through it all, I have claimed these verses to sustain me:  
 

~Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” ~Deuteronomy 31:6, 8 “Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of them, because 
it is the Lord your God who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake you.” 
 

 Consequently, when we were finally able to reconnect and hug our friends and family it was 
wonderful.  The lessons learned during lockdown should help us be more present with our families.  Putting 
down our phones and really listening is something we all can do. This mindfulness can strengthen our 
relationships forever.  
 

 What does God want us to learn from all of this?  One thing I know is that people had more time to 
spend with the Lord.  Time reading the Bible and daily devotionals, and time spent in prayer, are all things 
for which we had more time and have learned to better appreciate.  Hopefully, they will be a priority in our 
daily life post-pandemic.  Will you join me in asking the Lord to guide us to what He would have us continue 
to learn as we navigate the waters of our new normal? 

 

Love and prayers, 
  
Cheryl  
Coordinator of the Shepherds and Caring Ministries 
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                           WESTERN PA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

 COVID-19 has caused many changes in the way we must do things including 

the church.  The Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference, of which Trinity Tow-

er UMC is a part,  will hold its annual meeting in a new location for 2021.  It will 

also be a “hybrid” meeting with limited in-person participation.   The meeting will 

be held on June 18th & 19th.  The meeting occurs yearly as all United Methodist 

Churches send their Pastor and a Lay Delegate to discuss issues impacting United 

Methodism in the world and Western Pennsylvania specifically.  This year, Dale 

Reese will be attending in person in Erie, and Carolyn, our Lay Delegate will be 

joining via computer live-stream.   

          Upcoming Preaching Topics and Schedule  
 

 June 6th  (Dr. Therone Wade-White preaching) 
 

 June 13th   Two Special Trees of Significance  
   Genesis 2: 9, 15-17, 3:1-7     
 

 June 20th   On the Blessed Doorkeepers   
   Psalm 84 

 

 June 27th   What “All Things Work For Good” Really Means     
   Romans 8:17-28     
 

 July 4th  The Flag and the Cross    
   Matthew 22:15-22 

Updated Church Directories 

 
Please note, the Church Directory has been updated (current as of  May 18, 
2021.)  They are on the Narthex table.  There are some Directories on the 
table already, but additional Directories will be printed weekly as needed. 



                         

 

  

Trinity Tower Birthdays, Anniversaries & Family News 

June - July 15th, 2021                                            TIDINGS  Trinity Tower Family News 

Altar Flower & Bulle*n Sponsors  
 

June Altar Flowers 
  
June 6th:  From Jim S., In Remembrance  

of he and Marcia's Anniversary. 
  
June 13th:  In Honor of Dennis and Jean 

Anniversary 
  
June 20th:  In Memory of our Uncle, Robert 

Connelly, from his nieces and nephews. 
  
June 27th:  OPEN 

 

June Bulletins 
  

June 6th:  OPEN 
  
June 13th:  In Celebration of our birthday month.     

(Tom and Donna) 
  
June 20th:  In Honor of Jonah C.        

Birthday.  (From the Grandma and Pap 
Pap) 

  
June 27th:  In Honor of Brad S. Birthday. 

 

July 1st - 15th Altar Flowers 
  

July 4th:  In Celebration of William.   
     (The Bill and Betty’s Great-Grandson) 
  
July 11th:  OPEN 

 

Please consider sponsoring flowers or bulletins.  
Flowers cost $20 and bulletins are $10. You may 
sponsor the bulletins in celebration, honor or 
memory of a special day or person.  The sponsors 
help reduce the cost of the bulletins and altar 
flowers every Sunday service for our church.  

Thank you. 
 

  

 

June Birthdays 
  

 Donna P.     1 
 Lois F.     2 
 Karen M.     2 
 Nicole A.     2 
 Robin Z.     3 
 Shelby K.     5 
 Brayden U.     5 
 Tom K.     6 
 Pat B.    10 
 Jack K.   14 
 Bill B.    16 
 Frank R.   17 
 Karen R.   19 
 Rayanna A.   19 
 Tom P.   22 
 Angela O.   24 
 Carolyn B.   24 
 Brad S.   26 
 Heather G.   29 
 Max P.   29 
 Betty D   30 
 Jennifer R.   30 

 

July 1st - July 15th Birthdays 
  
 Eric S.        3 
 Bill J.        4 
 Joyce B.     6 
 Harry A.     8 
 Jennifer T.     9 
 Buck B.   10 
 Collin O.   11 

June Anniversaries 
  
Dave & Phyllis E.          10 

Karen & Charles M.    14 
John & Donna S.     18 
Dennie & Jean K.        19 
Josh & Lacey F.           19 
Jarid & Jennifer A.       23 
Dave & Karen K.         27 
John and Carol K.          30 

July 1st - 15th Anniversaries 
  
Dale & Sylvia R.             9 
George & Karen R.    15 
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This summer, our church will be holding a Confirmation Class for youth who have 
completed sixth grade and beyond.  Confirmation is the time when youth are asked to 
consider becoming a full member of the church, as a pastor leads them through classes 
discussing what being a member is all about.   

 

Any interested youth (or their parents) should contact either Pastor Dale or Kimberly at 
the church office to let them know of the desire for participation. 

LAPTOPS AVAILABLE FOR LOAN 

 

The church has been given a few small 
laptops for use by church members who 
have no way to connect to our online 

offerings, such as the live-streamed worship 
service and the weekly Zoom prayer and 

Bible study meetings. 
 

If you, or someone you know, would be  
interested in borrowing one of these devices 
in order to access the church’s online 

offerings, please let the church office know. 
We will deliver the laptop, help with the initial 
setup, and walk you through the steps to 
connect. (You will need to have Wi-Fi 
available.) If you haven’t been able to join us 
in person or online, you have been missed! 
We hope you will take advantage of this 

offer. 
 

  

 

New Bible Study Star*ng June 16th  
 

As we completed the the the final Wednesday Bible 

Study regarding “Fruit of the Spirit” on May 26th, 

we will take a couple weeks off and then Pastor 

Dale will begin a new study on 1 Corinthians on 

Wednesday, June 16th, at 7:00 p.m.  The first three 

studies are as follows: 

 

June 16th:  The Calling 1 Corinthians 1-2 

June 23rd:  The Church 1 Corinthians 3-4 

June 30th:  Discipline 1 Corinthians 5-6 

 

Please note that this will remain via Zoom 

Technology. 

 

If you have any ques=ons regarding how to access 

the study via Zoom, please do not hesitate to 

contact Pastor Dale at trinitytowerchurch@gmail.com 
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Music Ministry 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 

 

Thank you to all who have provided music during the past year during a time where gathering 
was a challenge.  Thanks to the bell choir members - our year was divided into fall and spring, 
with no bells in the winter.  The music you provided when we could do so safely was very  
appreciated - by those in person and those who listened online.  Thanks to those musicians 
who participated in our two concerts that were mostly heard online, in December and March. 
Music lifts the spirits and brings hope, which is why we continue to present music however we 
can.  Thanks to the praise team who recorded their music to play on Sunday mornings until we 
could safely meet in person to lead first service worship.  Thanks to those persons who did 
special music for our Sunday worship services or our Christmas and Easter services. 
  
The plan for Fall is to restart our choir which had a year hiatus, and to continue the bell choir.  
If you might be interested in joining either of these music groups or the praise team, give it 
some thought and prayer over the summer; we’d love to have you join us.  Any questions,  
contact Sylvia Reese. 
 

Summer Music for Worship 

Each summer, we invite anyone who would like to provide special music for our 10:30 a.m.  
service on Sunday mornings to sign up for a Sunday.  A sign-up sheet will be posted on the  
bulletin board in the narthex.  The music can be instrumental or vocal.  “Make a joyful noise  
unto the Lord . . .” Psalm 100. 
 

Praise Team  
The Praise team is looking for a drummer (or drummers) to join the group.  Practices are on 
Wednesday evenings 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  The praise team leads the 9:00 a.m. worship 

service on Sunday mornings.  If you know someone who might be interested in the ministry 
opportunity, please pass this information along. 
 

Missions and Outreach News 

 

Sock Hop 2021 Has Been Cancelled 

 

As our communities struggle to get back to normal this year, the Missions and Outreach  
Committee has made the difficult decision to cancel this year’s Sock Hop and Car Cruise. 
Most businesses and many individuals are not in a position to support such efforts yet.  Since 
this has traditionally been the sole fundraiser for the Missions and Outreach budget, we will 
again put an alternative plan in place.  We want to continue to support the many mission  
organizations who continue their ministries in these challenging times, often with less financial 
support.  Our goal is to communicate the new plan in July, around the usual time of our Sock 
Hop.  Look for more information to come. 
 

 

 

 

 


