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See COVID-19 worship details on  

Page 2 & 3 

 

 

New Life Worship Service 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Celebra$on Worship 

10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MILITARY CONNECTIONS 

 

DONATIONS DUE BY MARCH 7TH 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Night of Sacred Music 
Saturday, March 20th  

 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 
________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

April 1st - Maundy Thursday 

April 2nd - Good Friday Community Worship 

April 4th - Easter Worship  

9:00 a.m. New Life Service 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 
________________________________________________ 

 

Prayer Mee'ng via Zoom - Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Bible Study via Zoom - Wednesdays 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Tower Church UMC 

www.trinitytowerchurch.org 

 

 

   @trinitytowerchurch 

Inside this issue 

April 2021 
 

Tidings Deadline  

March 15, 2021 

 

trinitytowerchurch@gmail.com 



                         

 

  March, 2021                       TIDINGS       News from the Pastor/Church 

 One year ago in the month of March, life in the 2020’s changed.  What had begun 
as a little known issue that was in a province of China, developed into a worldwide concern that 
impacted life for the rest of that year and as we are experiencing, more than a year.  What does 
one do and how does a community handle a Pandemic?    

Well one year later, let me say we don’t handle it very well.  Most of us are so tired of the 
impact of staying home, ensure being safe when out, and not being able to travel and gather with 
friends and family as we would like.  So what wisdom do I, as a pastor of a church, have to give to 
the community and my church community about the matter?  Oh I can theologically reflect about 
similar situations and stories in the Bible where God’s people asked:  “How Long O Lord?”  They 
were coping with their situations which were not the most pleasant.  Yes, if you are looking for 
stories of people dealing with trying times, the Bible is filled with such stories.  And maybe that is 
an important point for us to consider. 

Why does the bible seem to carry so many stories of God’s people and individuals coping 
with situations and circumstances of difficulty?   Throughout the Old Testament people wondered 
How Long O God, as they awaited deliverance from bad leaders and captivity.  Many Psalms 
have that phrase.  Even the Apostle Paul shares with us his question on why God did not remove 
the thorn in the flesh that bothered him so much.   “Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it 
away from me.  But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’”  II Corinthians 12:8-9.   And there in the answer God gives to Paul is what we need to 
better understand as we continue to cope with COVID-19 and any other physical maladies that 
will impact our life.   

See, the question of “how long am I going to have to deal with a certain situation?” is not 
new.  It will always be a question we have to grapple with in our ever-changing circumstances.  
The question comes up when a loved one is given a diagnosis of cancer, or when a job 
opportunity falls through, or you name the disappointment or situations with which we have to 
endure.  This questioning is part of living life as we see from the fact that the bible shows people 
coping with the question in so many circumstances. The difference in the case of COVID-19, is 
that it is communal, which makes it somewhat different than our usual wrestling with that 
question.  But I would have you remember God’s words to Paul in his situation and remember 
they are words shared to help us in our situations of life:  “God’s grace is sufficient for you.”   

May that be our word and promise we hold onto as we move to the future. 

Peace, 

Pastor Dale Reese    

2 

LAPTOPS AVAILABLE 
FOR LOAN 

The church is being given a few 
small laptops for use by church 
members who have no way to 

connect to our online offerings: the Livestreamed 
worship services and the weekly Zoom prayer and 
Bible study meetings.  
 

If you, or someone you know, would be interested 
in borrowing one of these devices in order to  
access the church’s online offerings, please let 
the church office know.  We will deliver the laptop, 
help with the initial setup, and walk you through 
the steps to connect.  (You will need to have Wi-Fi 
available.)  If you haven’t been able to join us in 
person or online, you have been missed!  We 
hope you will take advantage of this offer. 
 
  

 
          PRAYER TIME 
         Monday evenings 
 
Our church sponsors a prayer time  

on Monday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  We  
discuss concerns and joys of the world  
and issues impacting our friends.  Then  
we pray around 7:30 p.m.   

 
If you would like to join the Monday 

Prayer Group, please email Pastor Dale at  
trinitytowerchurch@gmail.com. 
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ON CAMPUS WORSHIP & LIVESTREAM WORSHIP  

We continue to offer in person worship on the church campus.  We have the 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service and the 10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
Service, both in the Sanctuary. 

Masks are required for people as you enter the church building and travel 
throughout the building.  Proper social distancing will be observed. 

We also have our Livestream worship service happening on Sunday mornings 
at 10:30 a.m.  To participate in Livestream worship, there a link on our website to the 
weekly worship service.  It is easy to access:  Go to our website at 
http://www.trinitytowerchurch.org, then click on the tab “Livestream Worship”, then 
click on the YouTube note there.  This can be watched at any time. 
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JESUS’ Final Week Bible Study 

 

 Going through Holy Week ac'vi'es is  

something most of us have done for years, but have 

you ever studied them using the Bible passages?   

Pastor Dale will be leading a Bible Study during Lent 

called Ge<ng The Most Out Of Jesus’ Final Week.  

The Bible study during Lent will begin on  

Wednesdays.  It will use as a reference book  

“Jesus’ Final Week” by Cindy Bunch. 

 

 The Bible study will be conducted using Zoom 

technology which is a simple enough way to  

par'cipate or listen in.  It meets on Wednesday  

evenings at 7:00 p.m.  Please email Pastor Dale at  

trinitytowerchurch@gmail.com if you would like to join  

the Bible Study. 



                         

 

  

 
Move Forward 

 
“Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 
of God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:13, 14 
 

 

 One of the many guidance points I ask God about is what He would like me to share in this newsletter 
every month.  It’s amazing how He has led me to various topics over the years.  This month the topic comes 
from my daughter.  Recently, she went to put on her rain boots so she could go to the baseball field with her 
children.  When she put her foot into the boot, it hit an object.  She pulled out one of those stretchy bracelets 
that people have been wearing that have sayings on them.  This one said, “Move Forward.”  She had no idea 
where the bracelet came from, or who might have put it in her boot; and, she was sure she hadn’t worn the 
boots for a long time.  Immediately she asked her children if they knew anything about it.  They did not.  
  

 Then a couple days after this happened, a Facebook post from her childhood best friend said, “You 
can’t become who you want to be when you’re too attached to whom you’ve been. Don’t think twice.  Move 
on; move forward.”  There it was again!!!  I texted my daughter to let her know about that post.  She 
followed up by contacting that friend.  She had been praying for my daughter after losing her father and my 
husband, Bob.  They both believed it was a sign from God - a God moment.  As if that wasn’t enough, I was 
watching a medical show on TV a few nights later and heard this, “We can’t change the past.  All we can do 
is move forward.”  Again!!!  There it was again!!!  I, too, was convinced it was a message from the Lord 
and the topic about which He wanted me to write.  
  
 In your vehicle, there’s a big windshield in the front and a small rearview mirror.  The reason the 
windshield is so large, and the rearview mirror is so small is because what has 
happened in your past is not nearly as important as what is in your future.  In other 
words, where you’re going is much more significant than where you’ve been. If 
you stay focused on the past, you'll get stuck where you are. It’s easy to go through 
life looking in the rearview mirror, focused on what didn’t work out, what hurt us, 
what we’ve lost, or the mistakes we’ve made.  But, if we are living in regrets, or 
focused on the negative things of the past, it will keep us from the future God has 
in store. We’ve got to let go of what didn't work out - let go of the hurts and pains, 
let go of our disappointments and our failures.  We can’t do anything about the 
past, but we can do something about right now; let it go and move forward.  
Move forward and God will pay us back. Move forward and God will uphold us.  Move forward and we'll 
walk in His will. 
 

If we move forward, we will see the new things God wants to do.  When we go through a loss, a 
disappointment, a difficult challenge, or a pandemic like we’re currently experiencing, it’s easy to think it 
will never be like it used to be.  I believe if we'll stay in faith and keep moving forward, we will be better. 
That's the way our God is!  He makes us better; we just may not recognize it right away.   
  

 So, don’t go through life predominantly looking in the rearview mirror.  Look through the windshield 
in front of you.  Your life is filled with possibilities; there are incredible opportunities in front of you. You 
may have had some unfortunate experiences, disappointments and/or losses, but God has promised to always 
be with us and to guide/lead us when we ask Him.  Now, let’s all try to let go of the past and quit reliving 
negative or sorrowful memories.  We do know everyone grieves in their own time, but eventually we all 
must move forward.  Don't let a season of mourning turn into a lifetime of mourning.  Your life is not over 
because you lost a loved one, you went through a divorce, or you got laid off.  You would not be here unless 
God had another blessing for you. 
  

 In life, we all must deal with some kind of loss:  loss of a loved one, loss of a job, loss of a dream, or 
loss of a relationship.  We can have one of two attitudes: 1) We can get depressed, angry, bitter, or pass 
blame, or 2) We can just let it go and give it to God!  Then we’ll be right 
where God wants us to be…in His perfect will!  I pray we will all try to 
do this! 
 

 

Love and prayers, 
Cheryl 
Coordinator of Shepherds and Caring Ministries 
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Trinity Tower Birthdays, Anniversaries & Family News 

March 2021                         TIDINGS  Family News/Music News 

 

Altar Flowers Sponsors  
 

March 7th:      In Honor of the Paul and Marie’s 
  50th Anniversary 

March 14th:    In Memory of Donald B  
   (from the his Family) 

March 21st:     In Memory of our Uncle Robert 
   (from his nieces and  
     nephews) 

March 28th:    OPEN (at the time of printing) 

Please consider sponsoring flowers or bulletins.  
Flowers cost $20 and bulletins are $10. You may 
sponsor the bulletins in celebration, honor or 
memory of a special day or person.  The sponsors 
help reduce the cost of the bulletins and altar 
flowers every Sunday service for our church.  

 

                   March Birthdays 
 

Addison O    6  

Rick S     8           

Angela T    8 

Michelle F    9 

Bill B   10 

Scott S   10 

Isabella C  11 

Katie P   11 

Meredith T  14 

Irene A  15 

Alexis R  17 

Regan C  17 

George R  20 

Nancy B  23 

Chuck B  24 

Patti D   26 

Joe D   26 

Parker S  29 

Rowland A  30 

Chuck W  31 

March Anniversaries 

       Paul and Marie - March 6th 
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March Night of Sacred Music 

 Music has always been a way to praise God and 

to find encouragement in His presence in our lives. 

The Christmas concert we did in December was very 

well-received, so we are planning another concert in 

March. 

  

 This will be a Night of Sacred Music with many 

of the folks who participated before, and a few new 

participants. Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 

20th at 7:00 p.m. This concert will be livestreamed on 

the church’s website as we did with the December 

concert. We also hope that a limited number of people 

can attend the concert in person; however, that will 

depend upon the safety of doing so in late March. 

 

    If anyone is interested in participating as a 

musician, please contact Sylvia. 

 

The bell choir is planning 

to start practices again 

the beginning of March. 

All ringers wear masks 

and bell gloves.  

 

If anyone is interested in 

giving handbell ringing a 

try, please contact Sylvia. 
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LENTEN PRAYER CALENDAR 

 

 The Outreach Council would like to remind everyone to continue using the 

Lenten Prayer Calendar that was in the February Tidings.  We are in the midst of the 

Lenten season, and the mission organizations listed in our calendar need our  

prayers and support.  Each one provides local communities with healthcare or food. 

The calendar focuses on one organization each week and gives information about 

each one so that you can pray more intently.  The calendar also gives a website  

address for each organization if you would like to learn more about them.  These  

mission organizations are all supported by our Outreach budget.   

 If you need a copy of the Outreach Lenten Prayer Calendar, and don’t have 

your February Tidings anymore, please call the church office for a copy.  Some  

copies of the prayer calendar are also on the narthex table. 

 

                                  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPENINGS 

 

 Holy Week begins with a Palm Sunday Celebration on March 28th.  We will hold Special Worship 
Services during the week.  We will livestream the special services via our church website, and some 
people may attend on the church campus. 
  

 

Maundy Thursday Worship April 1st 
 
 Maundy Thursday will be a communion service at 7:00 p.m., with Pastor Dale exploring the 
meaning of the meal factors of that time in the Upper Room. 
 

Good Friday Community Worship April 2nd 

 Good Friday is the day we remember Jesus dying on the cross.  In the evening, our church will be 
having a Tennebrae Service at 7:30 p.m. in our church sanctuary. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt & Breakfast  This event has been canceled for this year. 

 

Easter Worship  

 On Easter Sunday, April 4th, our church will have two worship times.  Our New Life Service will 
be at 9:00 a.m., featuring our Praise Team.  Our Celebration Service will be at 10:30 a.m., with traditional 
worship. 
 

 Easter Sunrise worship, though, will NOT occur this year. 
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MILITARY CONNECTIONS 

Easter Collection for Military Connections - SNACKS ONLY PLEASE! 

The Easter Egg Collection for Military Connections will be simplified this 

year.   

They will not be collecting plastic Easter eggs, plastic grass or gallon-size 

bags because they have a lot in storage.  When COVID hit last year, they 

were right in the middle of the Easter project.  They were told that mail 

from the US would not be allowed into other countries; therefore, they 

stopped what they were doing and shipped every supply they had in 

stock!  Because they were in such a hurry to get supplies into the troops’ hands, they stopped stuffing the 

Easter eggs, resulting in thousands of plastic eggs in storage!  But they still need snacks . . . 

For those of you attending church, there will be a collection basket as usual on the table in the narthex until 

March 7th.  The requested items are as follows:   

Candy, such as Starburst or Skittles 

Chocolate Easter Candy 

Fruit Snacks 

Granola Bars 

Gum 

Jelly Beans 

Slim Jims 

Peanut Butter Crackers 

Individual Bags of Peanuts or Almonds 

Individual Packages of Chips 

Individual Packages of Cookies 

For those of you watching from home but still wishing to participate, the following Amazon link provides a 

way for you to shop from a list of snacks that the Troops have selected, plus you can ship directly to Military 

Connections:   

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/ls/1ZVCAVBLC56IB/ref=smi_ext_lnk_lcl_cl   
If you’re not an Amazon shopper, but would still like to help, a monetary donation would be helpful since 

their fundraising has practically come to a halt during the pandemic.   The following link to their website  

allows provides a way to donate online:   

www.militaryconnections.org 

Or a check can be mailed to the organization: 

Military Connections 

312 Auburn Street 

Pittsburgh, PA  15235 

If you have any questions, please contact LaVerne by phone or email or the church office. 

 

 

 


