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Inside this issue: 

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 
SITUATION, BE SURE TO CHECK 
THE CHURCH WEBSITE TO 
KNOW IF ACTIVITIES THAT ARE 
PLANNED IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
WILL ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE 

 
 

 

 

 

       

 Holy Week begins with a Palm Sunday Celebration on 
April 5th.  And we hold Special Worship Services during the 
week.  We still hold out for the possibility of special services 
that week, but know that they may not take place at the 
church campus. 

            If cleared for public gatherings that week, below is what 
the schedule would be.  If not cleared, Pastor Dale and the 
staff will put together video worship time to be viewed  on the 
days noted. 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

            For Maundy Thursday, we remember Jesus sharing that 
special time with the disciples in the Upper Room.  Typically we 
remember the special meal which we call the Last Supper.  If 
we gather at the church building there will be a communion 
service.  If not, Pastor Dale will explore the meaning of the 
meal in a video on our website. 

Good Friday Community Worship 

            Good Friday is the day we remember Jesus dying on the 
cross.  In the evening, our church will be having a Tenebrae 
Service at 7:30pm in our church sanctuary. 

Easter Egg Hunt & Breakfast  This event has been canceled 

Easter Worship 

            On Easter Sunday, April 12th, our church would have two 
worship times.  Our New Life Service will be at 9:00am, 
featuring our Praise Team.  Our celebration service will be at 
10:30am, with traditional worship and Chancel Choir. 

            Easter Sunrise worship though will NOT occur this year. 

 

New Life Worship Service 
9:00 am 

 

Celebration Worship 
10:30 am 

 

Nursery available at both services. 
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APRIL 2020                                                                News from the Pastor 

  

As I write this column, it is the middle of March, and there is much reaction 
happening in regard to the coronavirus pandemic.  As with most of you, I am 

trying to grasp the ramifications of the pandemic.  Since the governments are advising us in so many 
ways, and the pace of change and reaction is so rapid, I would urge members to use the church website, 
www.trinitytowerchurch.org to stay updated with our church news.   

On the website, we will stay current regarding any cancellations and plans.  Since no one knows 
how long this pandemic reaction will take, realize that right now these are the church’s plans for worship: 

Our leaders decided we are moving to Video worship for Sundays March 22 & 29. 

 There is now a tab on our website where we will have Video Worship options.  We plan to add the 
videos on Friday before the weekend. We can make the videos during the week of the Sermon, two 
worship songs, prayer time, and a children's message. One key factor we will also do is encourage people 
to gather in small groups on Sunday morning to worship using these short videos.  This way, those who 
may not have technology, can be invited to someone's home for worship.  

Besides our worship services change, please be sure to be in prayer for researchers, health 
professionals, and leaders to develop a right strategy for working with the concerns. 

Finally, as I was trying to figure words of wisdom to share in response to what is happening, I keep 
getting drawn back to this scripture verse as words I need.  Maybe they will help you as well.  From 
Colossians 4:2, the Apostle Paul writes:   Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.  Paul 
is speaking about our need to be active in prayer and not simply passive observers.  To me this includes, 
praying when I am concerned, and being alert or watchful about life by reading information so I can be 
informed.  And the final note about being thankful reminds me of God’s real presence in all times and 
situations, and for that we can be thankful and have peace. 

Count on God for peace during this time,   

Pastor Dale Reese   

            TIDINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Evening Prayer time 
 
Pastor Dale is leading a shared Prayer Time 
on Monday evenings at 7:00pm using a pro-
gram called zoom. It is fairly easy.  It is basi-
cally a video chat or phone chat.  You can join 
either using a computer or cell phone.   
 

It is participatory, and I can have up to 100 
people together in the 'meeting'.  We will 
take prayer requests, and then we as a group 
will pray together.  (there is actually a way to 
raise your hand when you want to speak to 
the whole group, and I unmute you to speak.) 
 

If you want to join, contact Dale and he can 
send you the link. 
 

Consider joining us when you can on Mon-
days. 

Pastor Away 

Pastor Dale may be away from April 19th 
(after worship) to the 24th.  If you desire 
pastoral assistance, please contact the 
church office  412-793-9000.  Pastors 
who have agreed to cover for Dale are 
either Therone Wade 412-600-2115 or 
Pastor Dawn Lynn Check at 412-508-
3309.   

General Conference 2020 Postponed: After the 

Minneapolis Convention Center announced today that it 
was cancelling all gatherings of more than 50 people 
through May 10, General Conference organizers said they 
had no choice but to postpone the May 5-15 General Con-
ference.  

Keep Giving to Church 

During this corona-virus situation and 
response, our church continues to need 
your support financially.  Know that one 
can always send in a check to the church 
office by mail.  We will process the mail and every two 
weeks or so, make deposits to the bank. 

http://www.trinitytowerchurch.org


3  

 

The Caring Ministries of Trinity Tower United Methodist Church 

 
Angels Among Us              

 
      Recently, at the beginning of one of our Bible Study sessions, Pastor Dale asked us to 

describe/define an angel.  The first thing that popped into my mind was the one we see around the Christmas 
season.  That angel has wings, a long white dress, and a halo.  But, is that really an angel?  Many of us had 
experienced, and could describe, a more human version of an angel.   
 
A song from the group Alabama, “Angels Among Us,” speaks to this.  The chorus goes like this: 

I believe there are angels among us. 
Sent down to us from somewhere up above. 

They come to you and me in our darkest hours. 
To show us how to live. 
To teach us how to give. 

To guide us with a light of love. 
 

I had a personal visit from an angel the day I had a serious car accident on the Ohio Turnpike.  I call him “My 
Turnpike Angel.”  Immediately after I crashed into the cement median, a man appeared (crouched down) by 
my window.   My car was filled with what I thought was smoke (it was the airbag) and I thought the car was 
on fire and I couldn’t move. What a terrifying experience!!!  But the man leaned into my car and asked, “Is 
there someone you’d like me to call right now?  I’ll stay here with you until help arrives.” How very, very, 
very comforting those words were to me at that moment!!! God had sent an angel, and I knew in my heart he 
was the answer to my prayers.  Much of what happened next is a big blur. I heard words like,  
“This one’s Life Flight.” And, “OK, I’ll shut down the turnpike.”  What???? As the Life Flight helicopter 
landed on the turnpike, I looked back, and the man was gone.  An angel! My turnpike angel! 
 
Isn’t it amazing how angels show up at the strangest times and wear so many different faces?  Or, is it?  The 
Bible speaks of angels:  
~Hebrews 13:2 “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown 
hospitality to angels without knowing it.” We don’t know who wrote Hebrews; but he/she may have been 
thinking that an act of kindness had far-reaching effects on people. 
 
I have other experiences of angels, but I’m sure you also have stories that you may have experienced 
personally.  If you like, send them to me and I’ll make sure they get published (with your permission, of 
course) in an upcoming issue of the Tidings.  You just never know…… 
 
With love and prayers,  
Cheryl Little, Coordinator of the Shepherds and Caring Ministries 
 
   
 
 
 
 

APRIL 2020                                                                TIDINGS Shepherd’s News 

Office Hours During this Time 

    Pastor Dale and Kim Roberts our Administra-
tive Assistant plan to keep the church office 
open with one of us at the office each day from 
Monday through Friday from 9:00-noon.  We 
do this because church business continue and 
the bills keep coming. If you need us, call 
us.  But also know, if you 
want to come to the church 
to pray, the doors to church 
will be open at that 
time.  We will maintain so-
cial distancing. 
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Trinity Tower Family News 

APRIL 2020            TIDINGS Trinity Tower Family News 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Weekly Altar Flowers and 
Bulletins Sponsors 

 

Flowers 

4/5 Open 
4/12 In Loving Memory of Harvey Steele 
4/19 Open 
4/26 Open 

 
Bulletins 

 
4/5 Palm Sunday 
4/12 Easter Sunday 
4/19 Open 
4/26 Open 
 
 
Please consider sponsoring flowers or 
bulletins. Flowers cost $20 and bulletins are 
$10. You may sponsor the flowers or bulletins 
in celebration, honor or memory of a special 
day or person. The sponsors help reduce the 
cost of the bulletins and altar flowers every 
Sunday service for our church. 
 
Note: There is little room on the Bulletin & Flower 
calendars, so if there is more information than what fits 
on either one, please fill in the small information sheets 
that are pinned to the bulletin board.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Mickey and Debbie Presto             4 
 Curt and Diane Zoeller         5 
 Robert and Diane Bonnett        16 
 Tom and Pat Blandford                  27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Phyllis Esch         2 
 Brett Reese         2 
 Dorothy Highberger                       4 
 Ryan Cunningham        7 
 Megan Bell         7 
 John Franey         7 
 Gretchen Doyle        10 
 Jerome Curtola        10 
 Pat Blandford         14 
 Josh Fetcko         14 
 Matt Prosser                                    15 
 Barbara Aston                                  16 
 Fran Connelly                                   20 
 Justin Sembower                             21 
 Kristina McClelland                         21 
  Jill Tribley                                          23 
 Debbie Navari          24 
 Nick Lydic                                          26 
 Naomi Sheehan                               30 
  

  

PENN HILLS  
SERVICE ASSOCIATION 

 

April 
Peanut Butter 

& Jelly 

 

 

 

4/5         None scheduled at this time 

4/12 

4/19 

4/26 
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MISCELLANEOUS APRIL 2020                                                                TIDINGS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

June 14th to June 18th   
(Sunday – Thursday)  

 

6:30 pm to 9:00 pm 
 

Anyone interested in volunteering for VBS,  
please contact Kelli Taylor.   

 

We need your help to make VBS a success! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank You for Easter Egg Hunt  
Donations for the Troops 

  
The Military Connections’ Easter Care project 
wrapped up the 3rd week of March and the East-
er Egg Hunt items were shipped at the end of 
March in order to be received by Easter. Thank 
you church members for all the donations of 
snacks and Easter Egg Hunt items. 
  
The majority of care packages (estimated 90%) 
are sent to combat zones.  They also focus on 
sending care packages to service members with-
out family or friends.  
  
Our next collection for Military Connections will 
be in the fall for their Christmas Stocking pro-
gram. Military Connections sends care packages 
year round; this, if you are interested in donating 
supplies or volunteering, please see their website 
at militaryconnections.org Or contact LaVerne 
Sembower. 
 

Men’s Ties Collection 
  
The Grayson Foundation together with Wesley 
Center AME Zion Church hold an annual out-
reach event for men in the community.  “A Tie 
for Every Guy” is held in May for boys and men 
of all ages to gather, learn how to tie a tie, and 
go home with a tie and possibly a suit.  
  
We will be collecting ties during the month of 
April. You can also bring in men’s dress shirts and 
suits if you have those too.  
  
There will be a basket on the narthex table to 
collect ties. If you bring in suits, dress shirts, and/
or dress pants on a hanger, please hang them in 
the back left corner of the narthex.   
  
If you have any questions about this event, 
please contact LaVerne Sembower at 412-400-
9609 or lwsembower@gmail.com. 

Wednesday Zoom Bible Study 

 
Pastor Dale is planning to do a 
Zoom Bible study on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00pm.  Using a com-
puter program called zoom, people 
will join a video chat or phone 
chat.  It can be participatory since 
You can join either using a comput-
er or cell phone to join the conver-
sation and teaching time.   
 
The study Dale has chosen to do is called: How to Re-
joice in Any Situation.  This will be a 6 week study on 
the concept of joy.  Remembering how the Apostle 
Paul tells us to Rejoice in the Lord always and again I 
say rejoice. (Philippians 2)  In this time when people 
feel stuck, I feel a study of something positive can 
help. 
 
Here is the proposed study schedule: 
 
March 25    Joy in Trial  James 1:2-12 
April 1         Joy in Weakness  II Corinthians 12:1-10 
April 8         Joy in God's Word Psalm 119:9-16, 105-
112 
April 15      Joy in the Gospel   Philippians 1:3-26 
April 22      Joy in God's Discipline  Hebrews 12:1-13 
April 29      Joy in Christ's Rest   Matthew 11:28-30 
 
If you want to join, contact Dale and he can send you 
the link.   Send him an e-mail request to either his 
regular account, or to  puffin882@yahoo.com 
 
 

http://militaryconnections.org/
mailto:lwsembower@gmail.com
mailto:puffin882@yahoo.com

