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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

 

Christmas Eve 

Worship Schedule 
 

6:00 pm Family Style Worship 

8:00 pm Traditional Candlelight Worship 

 

 

UMW Christmas Luncheon 

Wednesday, December 4thWednesday, December 4thWednesday, December 4thWednesday, December 4th    

Noon Noon Noon Noon     

Atria’s in Murrysville    Atria’s in Murrysville    Atria’s in Murrysville    Atria’s in Murrysville                                                                                                                                        

All women are invited 

 
 

 

Children’s Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 7th 

10 am - Noon 

 

 

 

WOW  

Ugly Christmas Sweater Party 

Friday, December 13th 

7:00 pm 

 

 

 

CAROLS & COCOA  

A Night of Christmas Music 

Sunday, December 15th 

6:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Tower Church 

Christmas Dinner 

At Max & Erma’s 

Wednesday, December 18th 

6:00 pm 

 

New Life Worship Service 

9:00 am 
 

Celebration Worship 

10:30 am 
 

Children’s Sunday School 

9:00 am & 10:30 am 
 

Nursery Services Provided 
 

Trinity Tower Church UMC 

trinitytowerchurch@gmail.com 

www.trinitytowerchurch.org 

 

 

 

Twitter - @trinitytowerchurch 

Facebook - Trinity Tower Church 

 

February Tidings Deadline 
 

January 15, 2020 
 

Editor: Patti DiDomenico 

pdidom@aol.com 
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News from the Pastor 

  

 

 

 

 December brings with it, “family traditions”.  I find it interesting to hear 

about different family traditions people have.  There is quite a variety, from: “On 

the day after Thanksgiving all the Christmas lights go up and are on from that day through January 6th. (the 

12
th

 day of Christmas) to the one family who states: “On Christmas Eve, everyone in the family gets new 

pajamas.  This has become interesting as spouses have been added to the family.”  I also enjoy hearing 

about how family traditions get started. 

Author Dave Meurer tells of getting the Christmas tree loaded onto the car one time, with his four 

year old son inquiring: “Dad, where are the little things with holes in them that we eat on this day?”  Dave 

looked at his wife with a quizzical glance, and then she remembered that last Christmas, they had bought 

little specialty donuts on their way to pick of the tree.    From the perspective of the four-year old, that was 

part of the tradition that happened when you got your tree.  So guess what?  They stopped and got donuts, 

and have done so on Christmas tree day every year since that day.  Dave also wrote that he is glad that 

what was remembered was the donuts and not the toilet plunger which they had also purchased at Lowes 

on that first donut year.  

Family traditions can be important and they can be ever changing and adjusting over the years.  This 

can be good because it is great to try new traditions and sense the symbolism, meaning, and spirituality 

that comes from trying a new Christmas season activity that someone has found meaningful.  But it can be 

a bit overwhelming too.  For if you are like my family, it felt like there were times when we just keep adding 

more without letting some go.   In reading an article about Christmas family stress and traditions, the 

counselor wrote: “Sometimes it is important to let a tradition go for a year so that we can try it anew in a 

another year.  Furthermore, it allows us to realize: we really don’t have to do everything.”  I think that is 

sound advice. 

As we celebrate this season, remember that traditions can be important.  But remember too, any 

tradition has in its history a reason why it is good for the family.  A good tradition is to serve as a reminder 

about some important and meaningful way we celebrate the Christmas season.     As you share your 

Christmas traditions, pray for God’s guidance about what needs to be kept and what maybe needs to be let 

go.  In this way, we can all plan to have a spiritually enriching and meaningful Christmas season.  

Peace,  

Pastor Dale Reese   

                       TIDINGS 

 

    Christmas Eve Worship  

Services 
 

 This year, our church will have 

the following schedule for Christmas 

Eve worship services:   
  

 6:00pm    Family Style Worship   

 This early worship time allows us to be sensitive to 

little children’s needs, and allows people to make evening 

plans for gatherings with relatives.  Music will be provided 

by the Praise Band and the service will include a closing                    

candlelight time. 
  

 8:00pm   Traditional Candlelight Worship 

 This service is held at the traditional time for our 

church when most people have attended.  Special Music will 

be provided by our Chancel Choir and the service will include 

sacred candlelight time at the end. 

 

Worship on Christmas Eve is always very special.  Hope you 

plan to join us and will invite friends and family. 

Café Service Downstairs  

 “Café Worship” time will be held on              

December 1st in our Fellowship Hall with 

the 9:00am worship time.  The Café                 

Service features breakfast and our                 

people sitting around tables while we 

worship  

Pastor Away 

Pastor Dale will be away from                       

January 20—February 3.  If you  desire 

pastoral assistance, please contact the 

church office  at 412-793-9000.  Pastors 

who have agreed to cover for Dale are 

either Therone Wade 412-600-2115 or 

Pastor Kelly Smith at 214-202-9291.   

Dec 2019/Jan 2020 
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The Caring Ministries of Trinity Tower United Methodist Church 

 

A Tribute to Jane Watkins 

The first time I heard Jane Watkins play the organ, I thought about my mother.  

Mom was the pianist  (we had no organ ) for the church where I grew up, and she 

would have loved Jane's talents especially when she would change keys during 

certain hymns.   This is difficult to do.  

Jane was very emphatic that choir members pronounced the words of the anthems correctly and accented 

the important words because she wanted the congregation to hear the message.  And today it drives me 

crazy when I cannot understand what a vocalist is singing. 

What I will always remember about Jane was her concern about the health and problems of choir members.  

When some of us were having ambulatory problems, she told us not to sing the processional hymn walking 

up the aisle like we used to do.  She was afraid somebody would fall, that's why is was changed to the way it 

is now. 

If a choir member was ill or had an accident, fall or surgery, she would obtain an appropriate card and have 

everyone sign it with a message. 

When I broke my wrist and showed up wearing a cast, she asked me if I knew what I was doing.  When I 

insisted on singing she asked me not to wear a robe because the sleeves are wide and she didn't want me 

catching the sleeve on something causing further injury. 

When I had cancer and started the chemotherapy losing my hair in just two weeks she knitted a pretty cap 

for me to cover my bald head. 

Jane and Tom held a holiday party for present and previous chancel and bell choir members every year.  It 

was enjoyable. 

I did the announcements on Jane's last day.  Knowing me the way she did she asked me not to say anything.  

She wanted to leave quietly.  I told her I couldn't do that but promised to be brief and I was. 

Jane taught me a lot and I will always be grateful having known her. 

  Irene Altman, Choir Member 

 

  

Shepherd’s News 

CAROLS & COCOA  

A Night of Christmas Music 

Celebrate the joy of Christmas by attending our Carols &              

Cocoa Night of Music on Sunday, December 15 at 6:00 pm.  

The evening will include carol singing, music by our choir and 

our praise team, and a special presentation of ‘Precious              

Emmanuel’, a Christmas musical written by Peter Stumpf, a 

Pittsburgh piano technician.  A cocoa, punch, and cookie reception will follow in the fellowship hall.  Let us 

celebrate Christmas together in song! 

 

Sanctuary Un-Decoration Time 
 

 

We all love Christmas and the beauty of the sanctuary.  But there comes a time 

to put the decorations away.  That time this year will be Sunday morning,                  

January 5th, right after church. If you could spare just an hour to help put them 

away, your help would be much appreciated.  

        Dec 2019/Jan 2020                                                                TIDINGS 
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Trinity Tower Family News 

Dec 2019/Jan 2020                       TIDINGS Trinity Tower Family News 

Weekly Altar Flowers and 

Bulletins Sponsors 
 

                      FLOWERS 

12/1 Happy 18th Birthday Melanie  

 Love, Mom and Dad 

12/15 Honoring George Brenick 92nd Birthday 

 from Joyce Bytheway  

12/22 In loving memory of Uncle Bob Connelly 

12/29 In memory of Betty Drew’s parents 

 

BULLETINS 
12/1 Open  

12/8 Open 

12/15 Open 

12/22 Open 

12/24 Merry Christmas! from Tom & Donna Pekarcik 

12/29 Open 
 

January Bulletin and Flower calendars not posted yet. 
 

Please consider sponsoring flowers or bulletins. Flowers cost 

$20 and bulletins are $10. You may sponsor the bulletins in 

celebration, honor or memory of a special day or person. The 

sponsors help reduce the cost of the bulletins and altar flowers 

for our church. 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Jim Fink                                        2 

Julia Hufnagle                 3 

Melanie Schultz                7 

Pat Paterson                 7 

Paul Geidel                11 

Barbara Wu               15 

Jackie Valent   15 

Win Konop   16 

Debbie Presto   17 

John Maffeo   18 

Bill Drew   20 

Kari Prosser   20 

Marcie Lucci   21 

Kathi Bukva   23 

Sylvia Reese   24 

John Lydic   25 

Nancy Romig   25 

Jessica Zang   27 

Madalyn Prosser  29 

Sandy Martin    31 

April Ayers   31 

Steven Rickert   31  

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Payton Streiff     4 

Kelli Taylor     5 

Natalie Rickert     9 

John Lydic, Sr.   12 

Sarah Greco   12 

Garrett Prosser  13 

Mary Steele   16 

Paul Weir   17 

Jeff Bell   18 

Jacob Check   19 

Donna Sembower  19 

Diane Zoeller   19  

Amy Ayers   20 

Becky Claus-Miller  20 

Nathan Palazzi   21 

Alex Lucci   21 

John Tribley   24 

Dennis Kanouff  28 

Kari Baker-Kubacki  31 

Leslie Custer   31 

Kendall Grace Franey      31 

Julianna Rose Often        31 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris and Angela Often  14 

Craig and Mary Steele   21 

Bill and Sally Johnson   27 

Conrod Sugrue & Eileen Milakovic     28 

Brian and Alyssa Mobley   31 

 

 

 

 

12/1      Kari and Matt Prosser 

12/8      Jean Smith 

12/15    Jenn and Kevin Morgan 

12/22    Kathy Bukva and Richard Whitaker 

12/29    Donna and Tom Pekarcik 

 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
 

12/1  Pam Potts  

12/8  Ali Uhri  

12/15  Angela Streiff  

12/22  Jeanine Osborne 

12/24       (Christmas Eve)  Open 

12/29  Open  
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Outreach 

CHRISTMAS GIVING FROM THE HEART 

Our Outreach Christmas Giving program this year 

includes some organizations we highlighted last 

year and some new mission agencies that provide 

much-appreciated help to people in need.  This 

year, consider making a donation to one or more 

of these worthwhile groups. Donations will be            

received at the display table in the narthex every              

Sunday in December.  Checks can be given, made 

payable to Trinity Tower United Methodist Church, 

with the name of the mission agency or agencies 

in the memo line. 

This year’s featured organizations are:  

Local: Rosedale Food Pantry, Military Connections 

of Pittsburgh, and Dress for Success, Pittsburgh 

National: Red Bird Mission in Kentucky, and                

Habitat for Humanity 

International: John Wesley Medical Boat in the 

Amazon, Solar Oven Partners in the Dominican           

Republic, and Heifer Project International. 

More information about each of these                    

organizations is available in the Christmas Giving 

2019 brochure and at the display table in the               

narthex. 

 

Angel Tree 

The paper labels on the tree will list a 

requested and/or needed item of a 

child whose mom participates in the Penn Hills 

Younglives program.  We will also share as much      

information as possible on the label, such as the 

child’s age and size.  Because the Angel Tree is so 

popular with the TTUMC family,  if there aren’t a lot of 

children in the program, Missions and Outreach may 

add an angel label on the tree for each of the 

Younglives moms.   

Each angel label will have two pieces of paper - one 

where you fill out your name and number (and leave 

at church), and the other that you take home and               

return with the gift. Don’t worry about                               

remembering these details because The Angel Tree 

instructions along with the date the gift needs to be 

returned will be on/near the Angel Tree.   

Missions and Outreach plans to have the tree in the 

narthex by early December. All Angel Tree gifts should 

be wrapped and the angel placed on the gift are                 

returned to the church by Sunday, December 15th. 

 

Until then, if you have any questions about the                 

Angel Tree, please see Diane Bonnett, LaVerne                  

Sembower, or Sylvia Reese.   We all thank you for your 

help in making Christmas brighter for these children 

and young moms.  

 MILITARY CONNECTIONSMILITARY CONNECTIONSMILITARY CONNECTIONSMILITARY CONNECTIONS    

    

I delivered 50 stuffed stockings to 

the Military Connections located 

in Verona Presbyterian Church on 

Saturday, November 9th.  They 

were quite impressed that we      

followed the guidelines on the 

food products and our stockings were ready to send. 

They are preparing to send 11,000 filled stockings to 

Military personnel overseas at a cost of $12,000 and 

they have raised a little over $2,000 as of Saturday. 

They have a sewing blitz on a Thursday in August, 

that the Murrysville Sewing Guild makes around 

10,000 of the stockings that day.  If you are                     

interested in helping make stockings or have                  

material to donate, look for more                            

information about this, in the summer next 

year.  Also in the summer, they will post the pattern 

for the stocking if you would like to make the      

stockings on your own.  They are always looking for 

volunteers to help, as this is a year round project for 

our military.                                                                                    

                   Diane Bonnett 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Kids Club would like to thank everyone who                

donated shoeboxes and monetary donations to 

Operation Christmas Child.  Your help with this 

project was very much appreciated.   

 

HURRICANE DORIAN UPDATE 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the               

Outreach Committee’s Hurricane Dorian Relief             

Program.  At the end of October checks were sent 

for the amount collected thus far: $660 to the             

Habitat/Bahamas and $655 to UMCOR for disaster 

relief in the United States.  Another set of checks 

will be sent at the beginning of December for                

donations giving in November.  An update on                  

UMCOR and Habitat work in the flood areas is 

available in the narthex. 

Dec 2019/Jan 2020                                                               TIDINGS 
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PENN HILLS SERVICE ASSOCIATION 

 

December Collection 

Hand Soap 

 

 

January Collection 

Rice 

Groups Dec 2019/Jan 2020                                  TIDINGS 

 

Children’s Christmas Party 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 

10:00am - Noon 

  

Come and enjoy games, crafts, food and 

fun celebrating the Christmas season.  

Children of all ages are invited to attend. Please confirm your attendance on 

the sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board in the narthex.  Anyone                       

willing to volunteer to help at this event, please see Kelli Taylor. 

 

 

 

WOW will have an Ugly Christmas Sweater Party 

on December 13 at 6:00pm 

at Diane Bonnett’s House.  

There will be dinner, games 

and a $15 grab bag gift           

exchange.  Watch for emails 

and texts to coordinate 

what to bring for dinner. 

RSVP by December 9 to Diane Bonnett.  

 

Mark your calendars for Friday, January 10                 

for our first meeting of 2020! 

 

 

 

 

United Methodist Women 

Christmas Luncheon 

Wednesday, December 4th 

At Noon 

Atria’s in Murrysville 

 

All women of the church are invited 

 

Church Christmas Dinner 

Our Church Christmas Dinner is planned for  

Wednesday, December 18th at 6:00 at Max & 

Erma's in Monroeville.  There is a sign-up sheet 

in the Narthex.                                                                                 

 Any questions, see Donna Pekarcik,                                         

call at 412-576-7213 or email her at                                      

donna6155@verizon.net. 

 


